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Wherein is ſhewed that the diuell 


 ſtobereſitted "7 aſtedfait faith how ſocnuer 
be commeth either againſt ſonle or body : and 
that whoſocuer hath once attained th: true 
and liuelic faith, it can ncuer be 
veterly loſt,but he is ſure 
to getthe y1c- 
torie. 
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TO THE RIGHT 
WORSHIPFVLL M. 


loſeph Bainham Eſquire, and 


to Miſtrefſe lone Bainham 
his Wife, 


3: 1R, when F call to minde 
the reuerent and holy me- 

7_F mory of that godly Mar- 
= I tyr both of your name, 
cuntrie, and bouſe, M.lames Bain- 
ham, >»o d:ea moſt conſtantly for the 
trath of the Geſpell,as we haue bis flo» 
tat large deſcribed im M, Fox, pag, 
1630. and conſider withall the preat 
mercie of Godygn continumg ſtill on- 
that V Yor/hipfull name and ſtocke, 
the ſame light of faith,and xeale of the 
Imb,and bolynes of profeſſion; F no- 

Ty 'B 2 thing 
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-  TheFpiſtle p 
thing doubt to ſay onto you, a3 ſomes 
time the holy Apoftle Wrote vnto Th. 
mothie, When I call to remem. 
brance the vnfayned faith that ig 
in/thee}, which dwelt firſt in thy 
Grandmother Lois, and in thy 
Mother Eunice, and am afſlured 
that it dwelleth inthee alſo, 2.T1m 
1, 5.S01t cannot be but a great wyand 
comfort to thoſe that feare God, toſee 
the pofteritie of Mattyrs,to retayne 
fill the holy faith and profeſſion of 
Mart yrs:no0t only tobe of ther earths 
ly lnage,but of the ſprruuall kindred 
alſo: not to be next them only in gent» 
ration,but to foloW them im regenerd- 
tron, eAnd this example of your one 
cloth, as It is Vnto US an occaſron of 

 rTetoyeins, ſo tc you rt muit ſerueuot a 
a ſpur to pricke you, but as a ſtarre to 

aireft you, and a line to leade 65 ara 

b you 
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anfirmuridto of bohencreaſeaf ſich . 


Chriftian proceeding ? F [aye againe 


Dedicatorie. 


and zeale. That hotly man,as be was 
wertwous in bis ife,devaute mn prayer, 
ſound in faith, patient in bu afflifti- 
an3;ſo moFt of all was he conftant and 
cheereſull in his death 7 Who inthe 
mid# of his torments, and. out of the 
rating flames of fire, thus ſpake With 
acomfortable and beauenty voyce:O 
yee Papiſts,behold, yee looke for 
miracles, & here now you may ſee 
amiracle,tor in this fireT teele no 
more paine,then if Lwere ina bed 
of downe': but it is to me as ſweet 
as a bed of Roſes. How: ought wee 
nov to honor the memorie of this bleſ- 
ſed man, and bow much are you tro 


praiſe God,that hath gruen you out of 


your Warſhipfull houſe ſo worthie an 


example and encouragement "to all 


'B 3 with 


 __ TheEpiltle 
Þith the ſame eApoitle, Wherefore! 
put youin remembrance that you 
ſtirre yp the gift of God in you, 
&c.2.T 1moth.1.6. eAnd 7 doubt nat, 
but that as1it is true generally in the 
Church :Sanguis Martyrum ſemen 
Eccleliz: the blood of the Martyriut 
the ſeeds of the Church: ſo more efpe- 
cially in your familie, that it hathbeen 
blefied of God,and made fruttefull,be- 
ng ſeaſoned as it were by the bloodof 
fo holy aman. Saint Ambroſe ſaith, 
Paſſio Chriſti ſufficit ad ſalutem, 
paſo Martyrum contulit ad cx- 
emplum : Chrifts death ſafficrent to 
faluation, the Martyrs death ts effecs 
tuall for example and infirutftion.Tou 
baue both Chrifts holy paſſion to ſaue 
you,and this Martyrs worthy exam- 
ple and confeſſion to inftrut? you. The 


memorie of this excellent man gaue me 
occalion 
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Dedicatorie: 

1 | kxrafonto preſent this Sermon -onto 

u | you, hich came to my hands, which 

, | cantaynetb 4. profeſſion of the ſame 
faith for the which be dyed,in you re- 
wrencing b1s remembrance,and hono- 
nag bis faith : God graunt cvs all the 
bike xeale and hobynes in our lines,that 
Yee may baue the like comfort and 
cheerefulnes in our end. 


Your Worſhips wel- 
willer in theLord, 


Thomas Man. 
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TWO. SERMONS:VPONT 
{Pater 5.verl. 8.andg, Wherein is. 


leduellctoberefile wh poke +256 
ſoruer he commeth citber agaiall ſo'ik or bodue, 
that wboſocuer hathonce peer oe the 4 
07 « luche faith, it cannevcrbecvricay © 
«04 y loſt, but heis ſureto ger 

15t 15- the yicterie, 
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p ſober and watch; for oh «herfeni oth 
pol, as arbaring Lyon walteth about, ſeehorg why: 


he may dewour : whome reſi Who in thefanb, 
Pts gy 8.9. 171 15 


del Leſled Dawes, & file of ickes 


| T5 Ciuiltt, wroterhus "Epiile ro the 1.Pet.1.t 
Chriftian lewes which. dwelt as 


DY; rangers di :ſperſcd Tow and there, 
- > 4 41 lundriecountsi 6s, asin Pontus, 
alatia, Gappadocia, Aſia, and 
Belymia, Fon the ten tribes were fcatrered of old. 
ume,and had dyvelrlong among.the Gearilcs in. 
wany kingdoms, being carigdaway by Shalmar 
defer king of Afhur, our or ownelande , as 
wee red 2, King. 17, And of ſomewhat later 
_ manie of the tribe of Iuda and Benjamin: 
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T be firſt Sermon 
werealo di amongthe heathen» ſothath, 


James yrothis epiltiein | e manet tothetadue 
tribes wiich wereinthediſperfion, 'ames r.ver.x, 
Theſediberſed Iewes came vp out of all landes at 
certa.nc HSlemne {eaftes;* vnro lerufalent torts | 


worſhip tierce according tothe law of Moſertand 
there id they heardrhe Apoliles' preach Chritt, 
as Ye may ſce by char which is written A#."2;and 
'beleened inhim: and ynto thera that ſo bowed 
S. TainesandS, Peter directed cheir Epiſtles, Tous | 
ching the matters handled inthis Epil'le of Perer, 
we are tonote thatthe holy Apoltte dealethprin» 
cipallieabourtrhe duties of chi iſtian life:as name- 
te,the times beihg then full cf troubles andcers 
row ofperſecutions; hee labouterh tomakechem 
bode, patient , conftant and cheerefall"in all. af: 
gains and ſufferinges', which they were to 
ma through to come to the partakitrg? 6f the 
eauenly glory with Chriſt.” fo hee ver manie , 
graue and forcible reaſons ro mooue them ynto 
true holinefſe, een to walke in the vertues ofthe 
ſpirit of grace, andto bring foorth' fraites worthie 
of lo high acalling. Bur firſt of al[heopenethas 
it ixerethe fountaineandbepinning of all-good 
actions in may;thatis;howGod of his great met- 
cie had choſen them and begotten them in Chriſt 
tobre his children' and heires of plory. Among 
theſe perſwaſions;aFmonitions, and exhortations 
of rhe Apofile;rhis 5 one which [ have read vnto 
you! and wv bichtam now to ha ndle. -Ir may bee 
dioided into thier partes ; Of which the fir{tis an 
"ve ad;n9031t0N, 


<2 585 RR Tzj,jY72©Þ”JSHAIGYO. 1% DP—_. = =; © > + 4 3T.e i» acc cc 


a2 


fa 
ev 


TO TERASERS 


CY 
. 


@. 


viii Pater; © N NE 
idmonition BY £ Or HG otedtien, wherby he ii 

Rithfullvnto ſobnery atid warthfiilnes, 

+heſe wordes , Be ſobbr ant ovarch; Theſecond. 
#(keweth what cauſe there is ro moneallinen 


| þeertible and ſo ctuellan 2duerſary, who conti- 


6thisfobriery and watchfilnes, or how rhuch 

ththem euery way ypotdecing tt liaue 
niellie Teekerhtheir erernall woe and defitucti- 
which is in theſe wordes: For your aduerſarre 
btl,as a roaring Lion walketh about, ſrehing 
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m bre way dexvoure.” The thirde 4nd lift parte 
Whrexch howe wee (b2l-wirthiandhim'; over- 
tome blm ; and puthim to Aivht\ that fo wee 
mycſcape from his cruell tyranny: Khichisin 
re Sow. re uf? ſteafaſt m the futh. All 


en may eahfilic ſee, thac the mattkt Which wee 
mehictero-dealetn,iy of the grexefEimiomient Tf 


hauelandes bf goods and perceinethar he 
an adverfarywhichlycth in wair,and ſeeketh 
Peprine him ofthefame , it wi?! mvout himro 
theed, andit wil ſet him on worke6 fecke 2!! 
ty wayes and meanes hoe can to Jearhehovwy hee 
may defend and hold his nov. Tamafitoknowe' 
tathis cncmic doth c ontittialie ſeeke'all oppor- 
whitre and all occafions howe hee may {et vpoti 
tm ynawares,and with the greateſt aduantages 
kec yorzke away his life? nilthe het watch and 
ehced?yca will be rotbee glad to learnchow 
Iemay lo armeand firen othen hituſelfe that hee 
may Withitand his farde crucllenemie when hee 
Tame? Here is 2 farre greater marter, not the 
LM: QC 2 loſls 


IS. 


al T he fiſs. Sermon 
A of goads or. hag of.qbis fi 
the deſtruction of both body audſoulemn.ae 
damnation qwhich is ſought by a very mighs 
ſubcillanderucllenemie, to theretorecha 
many ashaue any | true wiledum; wi 
very' agreatiue to hcarkey to-this cxhorration 
the Apoſtle , and willingroleame bow they nay 
bekept ſafe from lo gicata danger, For hnwio. 


lſhathing is it, that-wethould bee fo carefully 


: 


are of men, that they.may not harm ys,whi 

is butia lighter matrers;& i1.the.nicautiaze ba 
no ogacrthe wo bewareof diuels,yy hich ſcekour 
eternal wo and milcric? Hearken therfare (helo» 
ucd)! ynto this wholſome inftrygtian; for.gane 
will l cometp handle cuery mcmberbyicielle, 
Be ſeber ana waich., Watching totliscnd that 
we may keep our ſclues.our ofdanger,js.he chicke 
andptincipall matter of this exhorration;andbes 
caule no man can bec titto watch vuleſiches Mt 

ſober, heeigyncth them bothcopether, andlai 
vnto vs, Be ſober andwateh.; It is invaine tocall 
vpon drunken mien to watch, for ſleep will ſoone 
oppreſſe them ; hee that is ſuber,hee may watch: 
Pe ſober therefore (larhrbe Apolile) 4:4 mach 
For our fuztherinftruction inthis point, wee ateto 
remember;that there keerwo kindes of drunkene 
nefſe,twokmdcs of foberneſſe, rwo ſones of [les 
Pg and two forts of watching;the one of theboy 

2 


bew 


y,the other of the mind, Hee that with cxceſle: 
andryote powrzthin wine and flrong dianks vas 

tilhcbe drunken, his ſenſes are then oppreſit 
oe an drowhnes 


bo 
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..; Tpon 1, Peters, 9 
friefſecomertiypon him,and he falleth into 
centekep, hisaduerfary maycomeypon him 
jd Uge Vito him v har fig will:this we all koowe 
bernie: Herthat keeperh hunſelte in ſobrieric, 
#isnbt 6yercome with wine or ſtrong drink, bur 
efethrhem moderardly,hecan,ifnced dee, watch 
for toeſceand withſtand perilles and dangers. 
Now 3$ the bodi&s made drunken with wine,or 
frong drinke ſolltiic mind opprefled and made 
drunken with ily carcs,with carnal pleaſures, 
witheuil 11ſt cn vaine delighres, which bring a 
drowfine(le yr and 2 dead fleepe, forhatrhe 
ritual! coemmetmay cou vnto itar pleaſureto 
what h&wnil. Onrhe contrary part heerthat 

h his fad ſobertonching thoſe caresand 
pleaſures , fothirhce is not opprefied nor drow- 
redin themhe can watch, to auoydthe ſpiritual 
dangers, This then 15 the rhing which Saint Peter 
dothexhorr vnto , that we caſt out cares and yain 
pleaſures out of our minde , thatthey make' it 
not driznxen, and caſt itintoalleepe , and {into 
extreamie peril! , but thatir'may continue ſober 
and fit to'watchragainſt all fpirituall dangers.Our 
Saiorr Chrift doth teach that the heauenly ſeed 
behoked with cares & pleaſures of this ſe, Luk. 8 
verſe r4. AndiFany ſhall now demwnde, Doth 
S.Peter exhort here only vntothar ſobrietie of the 
mind ?of is it his purpoſe to exhort ynto lobrietie 
n drinking alſo, together with that other? Taunr- 
ſwerethat he requireth both: in as much asa man 


cannot haue a ſober and watchf.1l' minde which 
C3; doth. 
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doth follow the drunkennefle ofthe body. | For 


ſuchasbe giuento | glutrony and drunkennefle 


orto take pleaſure in pampering the fleſh, "rhe 
mudeis drowned 1n all luttes and carnall plez. 


ſures and then cares doe allo enter, how they may 
provide for the filling of thoſe inſatiable luſtes; 
and ſo rheir mindeis alſo drunken and ina deade 
lleep,ſo that they cannot watchfortoeſchew any 
ſpirituall dapger.. This jstheextreame miſcriegf 
fach as doc flowwcin yaine delightes,that they ber 
drunken andaflecpe,the diuell may put intorbem 
almoſt what hc litt; | And therefore cur Sauiour 
Chriſt warning his diſciples to warch for his com- 
mingto iudgmert, willeththe {:it robeware 
leaſt at. anytime their hearts {nov'd be opprefied 
with furfetting and drunkearefle, and v.ichthe 
caresof thislite,and ſathat day ſhould comeſud- 
dainly vpon them, Luke 2 1.verl. 24. 56. Where 
we ſce plainlic that our Sauiovr ioyneth boththe 
. bodilie drunkeuncfſc, and the drunkennefle ofthe 
mind together, as making men vrterly ynht to 
watch. Then belouedlet vs giue good heed and 
follow this v holſome counſell which the holie 
Ghoſt doth here giue vnto vs by this Apoſtle. It 
wewatchnot, weare vtterly yndone, we are vt: 
terly calt away, as it {hall appeare by the next 
words. We cannot: watch ynleſſe wee keepe ous 
mindes from the drunkennefle of cares and car: 
nall pleaſures , and our bodies from exceſieoi 
wineand firong drink, and continue them ſober. 


Andthus muchtouching the firlt part. 
| Now 
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"2p 1.Peter 5. 
 Nowtothefſecond: Far your man: the d- 
aellchc.1f we be not ſcuſclefle,& voyd ofall care, 
euen as ſtones almott ot blockes , ifwe be not 
mad men, this may mooue vs vato all ſobri- 
etie and watch/ulnefle of minde, here is10 fcarfull 
and ſo horrible a danger ſer before ys, it wedonot 
watch, namelie, that' our crucll enemie the di- 
yell ſceketh about continually, and liech in waite 
dic to deyoure our ſoules, yea cuen to ſwal- 
ys vp vnto cternall damnationin bell Is it 3 
light matter (beloued) to be deuouredof the di- 
vells it nothing to goe to hell ? we arclureto fall 
into his handes , wee are ſure to bee deuoured and 
ſwallowed vp intothe wotull gulte of bell , if wee 
doe not learne to be ſober and to watch, andioto 
ayord him: for if we be drunken and ſoalleep in 
mind, he commeth vpon vs,andthere is no helpe 
nor any way toc{cape him. Beholdhere,what the 
cares and pleaſures of the fieſh do bring men vn- 
to,that istolay, they cannot watch, bur their 
migd is drowned and caſt inte a deepe fleepe, fo 
that the diuell commethvpon them, ,aind taketh 
them asa praie,ſwalloweth them vp ynto eternall 
captiuitie, But there is great force incuerie worde 
toexpreſle vato vs this daoger, and therforeT will 
handle them particularlic. Towr adwe* ſarie. Saint - 
Peter propoundethynto ys an aduerlarie: /and 
what doe men looke for at the handesofadcadly 
aduerſarie, but all the harme and miſchiefe that he 
can worke them, and therefore each man hathan 
ve to his aduerſaric , to beware of him, that bee 
C4 catch 
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catchhim not atany aduantage. Now this adder. 
fatie which is here propoutded doth ſo barnein 
extreame hatred and malice againſt God , anda? 
gainſtall mankind,that itis giuen vynto hintas a 
propername:for inthe Hebruetongue he is called 
Satan,whichis as muchasto ſay, an aduerſarie 
Forhe is the aduerſaric , as I may fay, of aduerſas 
rjies,orthechiefeotall other There is no way of 
reconciliationto be ſought withhim , there is no 
rriice to bee made , noryet any mitigation of his 
cruel}furieto be Jooked for,but we may beſureof 
all themiſchiefe and harme chat hee can any way 
doe ynto vs,make full account ofthat. There sno 
ittie of mercie with him,neither is he any wayto 
be trulted;for he is a lyar,he is2 deceiuer , heeis a 
Diuell, Towr aduerſary the dizell, As hee 15 called 
Satan in the Hebrew tongue, fo ishe inthe Greek 
tongue called Deabolor, which we call Dwelljtis 
as muchas to ſay, one that doth accuſe, onethat 
with cavillation doth depraue & lay crime, Look 
what's belt done, that doth difpleaſc him moſt: 
he is nothing but falſhood and hies: as I ſaid, heere 
isnotruſting bereis no way or hope of mitigati- 
on ofhis criellrage. But it may bee obicRted, ſecs 
me the multirudes ofnations and people vpon the 
carthareſomany, howcanone Diuell putallin 
danger? forSaint Pcrer ſpeaketh as it were but of 
one Diuell, While he is in one countrie,he cannot 
bein another , and while hee is dealing withone 
mati,another then goethfree, Foraniwere vnto 
this,we are to ynderſtand, that $, Peter ſpeaketh 


as 
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on 1. Peter e. | a 
x of onieditell,nor becauſe heisbur one* forthe 
katie ſcriptures do teechthar there be multitudes, 
46d a5 it were Armies of Diuelswhich doe come 
ſe vs aboot {eekmg our vtter deſtruton; wee 
rade inthe Goſpelt ofa lepion of Diiiclles which 
4d pofiefſe one man; as it 15 ſayd, they were ma- 
gje:But $. Peter hecre peaketh 25 of one; becauſe 
there is but one kingdome of Sacan,& oneprince- 
efdarknefle,that kingdomeis not dinided , Satan 
not divided avainf} Satan, as our Saujourteas 
cheth, Mart. 1 >. They doe all deate in one bſines; 
one doth not enry another, 6nedoth not hinderor 
ſer another but further hat they cati: and ſo they 
joyne all cogether , as if they were allbut one Di- 
gel, The bond which doth tie they togitherin this 
conſent , is that crnell malice and hatred wheree 
withthey bucn both againſt God & man.So God 
may bee diſhonored and blaſphemed irpleaſeth 
them by whomſoeuerirbe done : ſo men may bee 
brought to damnation, they cate Hot Which of 
them prevaile moſt; If one of them doe as it were 
halfe preuaile to calt downe 2 manto perdition, 
and another do Fniſh it yp,they contend not who 
tath done moſt, There needeth nopraiſe or com- 
mendation in thar kingdome to pricke ary for- 
ward;neither any threatnins tothe negligent: all 
arecaricd with a vehement heat to do their vtter- 
molt, There isno man free then from the aſſaults 
andtemprations of Dinels: they ſeeke ro deuoure 
every ſoule, Let no man imagine that hee can 


dee drunken in minde , and fs lie aflcepe; and 
yet 
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48 The firſt Sermon. 
a be free from danger: Hethat will eſcape muſi 
ſober, and watch, fora multitude ofDiuelles 
compaſic ysabout.Itis ſaydfurther , 4s 4 roving 
Lov. Weare very falt aſleep if this roaring can- 
not awake ys,and cauſe ys to be ſober and watch, 
eſpeciallic if we conſider why he is ſaid toroare. I 
is written Pſal, 104. verſ.21. 7 he Lyons roari 
after their praie , doe ſerke their meate at Get 
Wherby it doth appeare that the Lyons being ve. 
ry bungrieand greedy,they roare aftertheir praie : 
and therfore to exprefſe how greedily Satandoth 
buntafterthe ſoules of men,how hungry he is for 
to. deuour them, he is ikenedvato a roaring Lyon 
1yhich ſceketh his praie. This compariſon ſhewerh 
that hee is veric terrible, for a Lyon is a mighty 
bealt, and being ſo hungrie and greedie that hee 
foarethforthe praie,it much increaſcth the terror, 
The diucl then is here ſer farthynro vs to be migh- 
tie,in as much as he islikened toa Lyon,andveric 
hunery & greedyin deuouring the ſoulesof men, 
in that heislikened to aroaring Lyon. Who then 
that is wiſe wil make himſelf driiken in mind with 
cares and pleaſures, andlie ſleeping when ſuch a 
terrible cnemie ſeeketh ro deuour him? And now 


irmay be demaunded, oe the cauſe that the 


holy Ghoſt doth ſet him f@rth vnto vsto beeſo 
mighty aud foterrible? checauſe is manifeſt, wee 
are ſecure, we are negligent, we are ready to lleep, 
our mindsare oterwhelmed and drowned in all 
luſtes'and camall pleaſures, asif there were 10 


dangerat all : fuch isour extreame Ray 


es alſo deſcribeth the diuellto bee ſo horrible. 
int Paule calleth the Diuels Empires and pows 
ersche rulers of the darknefle ofthis worlde , and 


| Hiritual wickednes inthe highplaces Andſhews 


eh that che Diuelles baue their fierie dartes'with 
which they ſeek to pearce throvgh &ſlaythe ſouls 
ofmen,Ephe 6;yer,r 2,16. Whata dreadful mon- 
ſetis he ſet foorth to be Reu.12. Hee is notonly 
likened to a drag6,but alſo a moſt huge gret one; 
yealo As ue he caſtethforth a floud 
of waters out of his mouth,& histail calteth down 


; thethird part of the Rars ofheauen. Heis notonly 


amolt monſtrous great Dragon , but alſo he 
red, burning with hatred, with cruelrie,& blood; 
Full of deep ſubtilties, for he hath ſeuen heads. Ve» 
rymighty, as hauing ten hornes. One that hath 
45a victorious Prince often conquered the nati» 
ons of the world, for he hath ſruen crownes. What 
arerior is ſet foorth in all theſe, a hungric o—_ 
Lyon ,mightie powers with fterie dartes , a 

monſtrous tierce Dragon, tull of ſubciltie,crueltie, 


and power?ls heer any placeto be drunken and to 


lleepe ? dorh irnot ſtand vs vpon to be ſober and 
to watch?vnlefſe we account ita ſmall matterto 


fall as apraic into the pawes ofthis roaring Ly- 


on, to haue our ſoules pearced through & woun- 


ded to death with his fierie dartes.and to be ſwal - 
lowed y> into the bellie ofthis Dragon, and with 
him to be caſt into the lake of fire, whichisthe ſc» 


cond death, Reuel.20.ver. 14. O beloued let vs 
nor 


1.Petens. > 7 0 8: 
And that is bench why the Scripture in ſo _- 


notbeſo dullhiearted vhenthe Lord doth warn 
es of fuchan aduerſaty,asto make no reckonins; 
but be as carelefſe, as if wee had nocncmie ar of 
that ſought ourwoe, Men in deed doe na 
fareand tremble gr any henes of the preſence of | 
diuels;ifhe ſhew.himſelfe in any vgly forme, they 
beterrified: afid yet neuerthelefle molt careleſlie 
make their owne mindes drunken with cares'and 
carnall pleaſures, falling into a deadleepe,ſo that 
beverly ſpoyleththem, and woundeth therto 
dearh;and chey feele ir not. This is cuen the courſe 
almolt ofthe whole worlde. O lamentsble and 
wretched eſtate ! who can bewalle it ſufficientlie? 
Howe many' thouſand choufandes haue drunke 
themſeliies ftarke drunken with the delightes of 
this world, and as merrie as they bee, are by this 
roaring Lion deuoured as a praie,and ſwallowed 
vp bythe Dragon ?Drunken perſons, eſpeciallic 
when they betallen into a deep {lcep,haueno per- 
ſeuerance oftheir miſeties : Bee they in debe, or 
condemned to death, they feele it not , burcan 
hugh: and fo playetbthe drunken world. O how 
neceſſaric arhing 1s itthen that we bee ſober and 
watch, tothe end that we may eſcape ſuch daun- 
pers? Butit is added further that this aduerſarie 
ary about ſeeking whom he may devour, This 
b much yerfurtherincreaſe the perill,& ought 
{omuchtherather to mooue vs vnto a moſtcare- 
full ſobrictic and watchfulneſſe : this aduerſanc 
doth continuallie ſeckeall occaſions, and lieth in 


waite to eſpic all aduantages,how he may deuour 
iD 


| 
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y8as bis price ih4men. ies Orem 
andove chat harmb himſo deadly.charif he, 

catch hinube,wouldtake aways-his life; 2 and the) 
Game his aduerſaycbe a tarre off in anoctbercouns/ 
ney and doglinotiie-tn waytcforhinaghee may: 
beghe rnore lecyre, hee may {leepe: quictlic. Bug; 
ifhee bet al;vayes at. band , and doein.all places} 


dogge: him ;t0: clpie. his fic. opportunitic to dee: 


bim miſcbiete, dath.ic not Rand him pon; 1b bee/ 
make | any account at his ownelfe; tokeep bim=: 


ſelte ſober and watchtfull2(hallhairinke bimſelte- 


drunken and liedowne tolleepe? The Duel tt 
ſarie gocth, about ; hee 48 cuter at; hahd, hee 
eth all ogcabopshowhe: may-deuourvs., 1357 


yow fafe for ys 66 {leeps? Men when they ſeeke: 


about-and waull,, doc: waxe weary; avd mult 
have times tocate 4.294 totaketheir reth; itis not: 
lo with the Diuell; hee s yety ſwift, hee-is-neuer” 
weary, hee.needeth gefeade., na yer'anytleepe, 


hee ceaſcerh age day Agrnightfor co worke our 


tation, hen weerrauclion thedaybecobler- 
vethys hen wee tle ypon our bedsjnthe night 
be dealeth, with ys,there is no time thatave can be 
free frem by, IEheccannat preuatieationctine,; 
he, wayicth for angher; if hee. cannot ouercomea | 


man inone finue hee grieth ajmin another : and 
 meltcarefullic he warcherthis fit accalions; and 
ton he tem peta {trongly, - riot 
Tobring a:manyatouUunkeancs,riot,& excefſe 
andio{peudhiistiume in vaine excreifes he bath his 
n{{runiers,cuntiorous perions, whichare wholy 
SHEN 


o 


WE", 
way; torto'draw and to perſwade,Wg 
to that man which lighceth een 

offuch finners thar will ſo allure and intiſchiny 

Whara wondertull force there isin companie for 

crodrawe'nitewymocuill.; cannot! i bee au: 

preſſed : and therefore when Satan hath foundd 
ſuchiaſtrumencs forto ſet ypen a man; hechath 
gorcn greataduantage. When a maa is in place 
where he mayilectetly commitſome foule finne, 
astheft oradultery,andrheoccaſions 6ffred;xlion 

Satablaycthin haid. And fo isitfitt other finnes} 

Whar ſhould | emer intoparticulars ; ſeemg heb 

hath athaufand-wayes; a thouſand veeafions; yea 

centhouſandeficightcs and- orafty means for tg 
winde intiinfelfe. Alas whatſhall we doe? Out 

Saviour faich, Watch and prayJcalt ye enter ints 

cetnpration;/Mat, 26.verf. 4r. Andas hee faideto 

Peter, Simon, Simon bebold;Saran bath deſivetl ts 

ſift you a#wheat Luk.23-31l0 let vs al be aſſured, 

chat hehathmiapy wayesroſift ys, 2nd to make 

triall whatisirvys. We are taughtro pray, Lead 'v# 

wot into temmpration: and this place doth ſhew how 

neceflarje a prayer itis: forifthe Lord giue ſcope 
eothis enemit and leaue vsto our ſelues ;hee will 
find a thouſand meanes vtcerly coſpoyle vs: hee 
wil even deuour vs as his praie,and wee ſhall not 
perceiue it, forthercinlieth the greateſt daunger, 
that he blindeth the cies ofthe minde , and harde- 

\neththe heart , when men feele not his working, 

nor imagine dny ſuchthiag, Hee that is ſober and 


doth watch,ſcdleth when he ſettetk ypon him,and 
what 
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1 Peter q.. @. 
chedach aadeer, whereas ., 
cher fide; he 1nay doe whathe willynto tholeghat 
gedrunken and afleep,and they knowit nor, Thus 
ingthe lccond patznow ket vs come 


tothe rhixd 1nd laſt part. 
bite 1efift fied iff inthe faich, Wamans 
vetfarieb<r00- ttrong for him by many degrees, 
what ishe che betrer oe he —_—_— f hee-can 
not auoide burtharthewill find hum & comevyps 
on himn*will he nor kill tum for all his watching? 
Thelike obicction may heere be made , namely, 
tharthe, power of Diuels far exceedeth all pows 
erofmau:as ve ſee they be deſcribed to bemighs 
tieand cerrible:andthere is no way for a marital 
bide himſelfe from them, burtheytinde him our; 
andcome vpon him : what 4s hee then-thebener 
that he doth watch ? Saint Peter doth-anſwere vn» 
cothisthat althoughinourown firengthwe are 
nothingto this mnighticroarig Lyon,yectbere 8a 
erin which ae-ſhall reſift him; put hinata 
andouercome him,and be arnedagaialtal 
haxmes: and that is the power of faub: #bomere+ 
fit (faith he }/edfie/t wr the faith. Let itnot ſeeime 
ſtrange voto avy, that this power ſhould refalt 
bi, and keep vsinfafetice for iis the poweriof 
God. The Diuellis frong and mightie, bur what 
ishe vato GodrGod is aboue all. his power ivirſ 
frvite, there is no poicerthat can{tand-agamttir; 
Hethac is tedfa(t inthe faith; hee isarmed and 
Ihndcthinthe power ofGod:fer faith-apprehen » 
Grh the power ofGodand annethys wu is} = 

- 
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$ The fff Sermon F 
. br ftandeth 25 it were ln 
mpaſledabourand covered withhis pos. 


{God.co | 
wer. .And as it1svnpoliiblethat Sathan ſhoulde 
preuaile againft the pqwer of God, fo; isityapo 
fible that be ſhould ouerthrowe. thac mari. whi 

Racdcthſicdfald in tbefaith: for {6 long as God 
cannot be ouercaine , faith cannot be ouercome, 
Is nocheere a moſt fingular comfort and conſolas 
tion vnto vs in thisbattaile?Lerthe Diucltbe ne» 
verſo mightie}, neuer ſofſubtill, fierce andraging, 
wehauca rock afdcfence;a fate tower to fly yutg 
eucrhc invincible power ofalmighty God, which 
weltidarietl withalthrogbfaith, 1 his-is ic which 
SoPaulc tearherb/wherehe ſpeaketh ofthe batcell 
which wehaucwith tbe, druel: 44y brethren (laith 
hee) beftrong inthe Lord and in his mighty pews 
er.P ut oz thewhole armonr of God , that you ma) 
ffand agamitibeafſarits of the Dixe!. For we wra* 
file no! 2gainſt blows and fieſr, but «gam'# rulers, 
againſt powers, &c. Therefore take wnta you the 
whole armour of God,that yer may vee able torefi 
in theextllday, cr baning finiſved all things, fiand. 
Epbeſ. 6.,wcrſ.10.,11,12, 143. Now itis tauhrhat 
putterh yponvys the whole armour of God ;and 
makethys trong/inbis. 11ighty power. It 15 Faith, 
asbe ſhowerhinche fame place;by which ye.ſhal 
quench ail the fiery dantesof the dine!l. Likewile 
S:Foba jerceehfoonth thismatter ,faying, 1/boſer* 
keritbarne of Gollougrcommeth the wor(d:05 1H 
11 the wittoree that awercommet/nthe worlds, exe 
oat faith, Hhotryi that ranmerearameath the worlat, 


bat 
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t.Paer 5; 47, 
the be eb that leſs isthe ſou of of J 
1. leb.5.ver-4 5.6. By che world he meaneth the 
whole corruption of fin , or whatfocuer isagainft 
theconimandementesofCod, and fo the.Diuell 
the Prince of the world is included. He chat ouer- 


- corhmeth the world,oucrcommeth the prince of 


the world: for allthe power of Satans kingdome 
sindarkneſle and in im, Then when Saint Tohn 
faichthar faith is our yictoric, andtharby it we 0+ 
yercome the world, he teacheththat it is fanuhby 
which weeare armed with the powerofGod, in 
which we ftand ſafe, and ouercome the Dimell. 
Heerby it is manife(t what a woondertull pre« 
cious thing faith is. There is no to: ce that can ouers 
come it,he that hath obrained it cannot be poore, 
hecannot be ynhappy or wretched: all the diucls 
inhel cannot prenail agatnlt him, 7 hey thart ruſt 
in the Lord are as mount the ron , which cannot 
bewooxed but ſtendeth faſ} for exer.;lalm. 125. 
vert; 1 It icbe then the mo't excellent thing that 
$toltand (tedtaſt inthe faith ; then are me aboue 
other chings to lecke aftcrit For wiſdomereas 
c<erhro ſecke moſt forthe belt thinges, Golde, 
pearle,and precious (tones doe exce!! in price,and 
therefore they be greatly ſo:ghtafter:and men do * 
much rejoice when they tinderhsm, They bee 
more then drofle being compared with faith, b 
which we put divels ro flight,and obraine RELAY 
glory. Shall wee nor then feeke for faich? Shall we 
botmake account that if we find it we haue found 
Uor what can.a man haue morethen a» 
D | 


| The fir Sermon 
os mifſe of it we ae 4 all:ſceing without i 
nothing can defendeys from the aflaultes of the 
Dell, 

But when weare willed to reſiſt the Diuel fled. 
faſt inthe falth, is it ſo that wee haue faith in our 
ownepower, or when wee will 2 Can weeofour 
ſelues be ſedfalt in faith ? Or is it a matter ſoeafie 
to obtaine a ſirong faith ?Sainr Perer hathnoſuch 
meaning, For goodly thingesare hardto be attgi- 
ned ynto : and faith 1s the molt precious andex. 
cellent ot all other,& moſt hard to be comeby, It 
is not in mans will or powerto belecue andtobe- 
leeue ſtedfaltlicar his pleaſure. But Saint Peters 
meaning is,to mooucall men to ſecke it whereit 
is to befound, and by ſuch meanes as be orday. 
ned for to come vnto it by. For there is nomanal- 
moſt but will acknowledge thar a ftrong faith is 
a moſt rich iewel!l : but 5 it commeth tothe 
matter they depriue themſelues for the moſt. 
part,cither deeming that they haue itor can have 
it in their owne power reſting in a vaine ſhadowe, 
not knowing at all the nature ofthe true, liuely, 
and powerfull faith:or ifrhey doe acknowledgent 


to bethe giſt of God; yetthey neuer ſecke itby * 


thoſe meanes which he hathordained to workeit 
in men, andto nouriſh it'vp in them. When wee 
aretherefore willed to reſiſt the Diuell tedfaſtin 
the faith, itis as muchastoſaye,giue all diligence, 
and vſea!l the wayes and meanes that maybeto 
increaſeand {frengthen your faith, that you may 


oucrcome the Diuell, [f you be diligent that way, 
happie 


. 
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ſceling thercin the power of Godto worke faith, 


vpon 1. Peters. oo T7: 
happicare you, 22d ifyou take not thatcourle, | 
then are you yrterly vudone: for what way can 

you then eſcape the power and tyranny of the 

roaring Lyon? 

But it will be ſaid,S. Peter dothnor heere ſhewe 

how men ſhall come to this (tedfalt faith. No,for 

his whole doctrine tendeth to that point, in al this 
Epiſtle,and therefore hee needed nor to put them 

inmind particularlie: yet it ſhall not be amiſle for 

meto note ſomewhar, 

Hethat will atraine tothe true , liuelie, and iu- 
ifying faitk, whicharmeth a man with the pow- 
erofGod,muR fhrlt of all know forcertainty,thac 
hehathnot ſo much as anie {park thereot of him- 
felfe: we areall of ys by nature (hurt vp vadervn- 
beleefe,and in miſerable blindoneſle: which while 
many doe not know they reſt and content them + 
(clues in a cercaine dead imaove of faith, and are 
merlic ſeduced, for that faith hath no power, He 
thatrknowerh this indeed, beholding the depth of 
thecalamities which heeis in, will looke vp to 
God who is the gier of faith, Hee is defirous to 
know what the promiſes of God are which hee 
$t0 beleeue , and what the way is in which hee 
muſt walke to performe the duties of a Chriſtian 
lite : for the true faich worketh by charitie ( as 
Paule fath)and cannot be without good workes, 
Heſearcherhthe Scriptures(as Chrilt willeth, loh, 
$:) hee doth with all diligence bende his careto 
heare the holy Goſpell of Icſus Chrilt preached, 


D 2 ; He 


$2 T he firſt Sermon 
He doth crie and cal vnto God da 


But now Gathe contrary part , hee that reftethin 
this, God giteth faith, and if ir be his will, Iſhall 
haus it, and fo deſpiſcth all meanes , not.confide- 
ring how God giueth fairh, is vtrerlie awrie , and 


5 
out of the right way. From henceit is rhatthere 


be ſo manic commendations of the word of God, 
and ofthe liuclie power chat ic hath to ſaue our 
ſoules. From hence it is that wee are often called 
ypon to giue care to the yoice of God, rohears 
ken to his counicls. 

Thus ſhall wee obtaine the holy faith, And he 
thathath faith, and tceleththe power of Godin 


him,'fhe will have it increaſe,isto conſider the as 
bundantkindnes ofCGod who hath beſtowed {6 
oreata gift ypon him, he is from the bottom ofhis 
heartto giue all praiſe and thankes and honor vn- 
co him for ſo great kindnefle and mercie ſhewed, 
Moreouer.he 1s to take heed that wil be ftedfaſtin 
the faith to refiſt the dinel, that he bee richin good 
workes , andthar hee abRaine from committing 
thoſe vices whichnature doth lead vnto, For inthe 
timeof triall,mrhe hower oftempration,or when 
Satan doth afſault,ir willgreatly ſhake the mind, 
it a man whenhe doth looke for the arguments of 
wttc faith,and findeth that hee hath beene fruit- 

ie:but it his conſcicnce doe accuſe him not only 


of a{lacknefle in good workes, but allo of foule 
"3 : finacs 
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vpn 1. Peter 5. 
fnnes commited, then will he crie out that all his 
former profeſſion of the faith was bur in ſhewor 
inhypocriſie. 

This Apollle inthe firſt chapter of his ſeconde 
Epiſtle reacherh,chat if we ioyne yertue with our 
fath,and with vertue knowledge,and withknows- 

temperance,& with temperance patience, 
4% Ae god! inefſe ond with "liveſſe 
brotherlie kindzes,and with brocherlic Lindneſſe 
loue: we inal make our calling and eleCtion ſure, 
weſhall it we doe theſe thinges(as he faith) neuer 
fall. 2.Pet 1.verl.5,5.10, Weſhall perceive afſu- 
redly if theſe things be in vs, that God hath called 
reffectually, and that hee hath choſenvs,” And 
therein doth con{7R the (tedfaſines of faith, euen 
when we are ſure that God hath choſen vs in his 
lonnevnto lite eternall, Ifchis aſſurance of Gods 
love and fauourtowardsvs were not to be attay- 
ned ynto , how could he ſay, hom reſiſt ſteafaſt 
inthe farth?Can there be any Redfaſt faith with- 
out that ? I beſcech yee let vs thinke well of theſe 


things: let vs vſe all care and diligence, yea all 


te holy meanes that{zod hath appointed to in+ 
creaſe our faich,thatbeing armed therby, we may 
rehtt and onercome our enemiec the divell. - 

+ Buthere ic maybe demaunded, betherthe di- 
vell be to be reſiſted only by faith, dr ſome other 
thinesto be vicd ? lanlwere,that Saint Peter doth 
ſer Se the only way by which we areto refit 
the diuell: we haue nothing whereby to withltand 
bim but faith; and that is ſufficicat alone to with- 
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54: A Sermon 
ſtand him,whatſocuer way hee ſecketh tohurtys 
] ſuppoſe that the reaſon heerof is evident ynto all 
men, The power of God alone is ſufficient( 

man will confeſle) to ſhielde vs from the Diuell, 
and no power indeed butthe power of God.Faith 
onely armeth vs with that power of God, and 
maketh it as it were ours, He that Randethand lj» 
uerh (asthe the Scripture ſpeaketh)by faith, Nan» 
deth and liueth not in himſelfe , but in the power 
of God. It we thinkeit lawtullco ſeckehelptore- 
fiſt him,and to put himto flight any where butin 
God, thenmay we vie ſomeother way to reſiſt 


him beſides faith, We are to refilt him by praier, * 


will ſome ſay.” Thatis true, torprayer is a ſpeciall 
fruite of faith: the lively faich doth bring toonh 
true prayer, And ifthe prayer bee not of faith, it 
cannot help to deliuer ys fromthe tyranny of Sa» 


tan, Faith. ſendethyp praicr, yea with faſting 


firong praier , which draweth downe the you 
of God yponvs , which ſhieldeth and defendeth 
vs from therage of the ficnde, All other meanes 
that haue beene deujſedto put diuels to flight,are 
vaineandfriuolous,yea meere illuſions of Satans 
ownedeuifhag, which wickedlie deface the poWe 
er of God, For when men cannot refiſt by faith, 
thendoe they flie vnto thoſe other meanes as 
more ſure. Wofull is the tate of the world in this 
thinz:that when men wil not learne of God to re- 
hR the diuell:they learne at the divell himſclfe.But 
thatthis thing may be more euident,we areto ce 


how many wayes the diuell ſcekethto x” VS, 
| og 
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Idocnotmeanethat weſhouldin x ularsſc 
thoſe wayes by which the Diuell deuoureth the 
foules of men:for whois able fo to exprefie them? 

ot any mortall man, For he hath-manitold 
ee  ſubcilties andcraftes:yeacuententhous 
and deviſes of all forts to ſnare,and to entrap the 
foules withall : Hee hath alſo his forces and Eric 
dtesof terrour to wounde withalL It is no dea-» 
lingin particuiars: but to bee armed ſtronglie to 
hithim howſocuer he commeth, My purpoſe 
therefore is bur to touch cerraine generall heads 
whichcontaine the reſt. So that thiscruell aduer- 
farie,this roaring Lyon the Diuell may catch the 
e &deuour it, he careth noe which way it bee, 
forthar is the ende of all, ifhee may carie ſoules to 
tel. And therefore according tothe ſeuerall (tates 
andconditions that men bee in, hee frameth hime 
le ro ſer ypon them. 

There is no man(| ſuppoſe)which will make a- 
wdoubrthar the diveleoveteth toplungeal men 
deep ashe canintoall cuill: butaccording as 
men are apt and incliued, he isfaine to deale as he 
my, with ſome one way, with ſome another, 
Such as be ignorant, & in darkneſſe, with them he 


Gdealerhthat he may keep the pure,c|ecreand hea» 


whe light of che Goſpel out of their batts, &. fo 
talde them ſtill vnder the power and inthe king- 
tome of darknefle, Touching theſe SaintPaulc 
futh, /f owr Goſpell be hid,it 15 hid to thaſe that pe- 
"ſo: in whom the God of this world bath blmded 
ihe mindes exen of the ingdels leaſt the he 
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offredvnto Idols.Andthe fame Apolile ſaith. rhat 
-ir-histimethere were many Antichrifts (for ſohe 


fe, * \The firſt Sermon 
oſpellof the olorie of Chriſt , ſhoulde ſpine vnts 
them-1#hich is the rwage of God. 2. Cor.g. ver(y;, 
4. To bringthisto patle this encmie vſcth ſpeci» 
all meanes, by which he may ciffame the Golpel 
andthe profeſhonofir, asa doctrine not tobee 
ſuftered, breeding and drawing with it ſo manie 
els As an09rh, G lowctherrours , herefies,and 
wicked opinjons. He is the father of al ſuchthi 
Be caiſeth vp'the heretickes and Schilmarickes, 
anithen ſuggeftethto thehearres ot men, which 
be his chicfe leruants , that the Goſpcli hathbred 
them, andthey proclaime it with open mouth, 
Behold and ſee(lay hey) what a doctrine is. this,” 
yea this new learning, that hath brc ught foonh 
ſo manyfoule herefhes and diunfions. The ciuell 
(lay they)the divell goeth with it. How can irbeſof 
God ? how can it bee gocdeottrinewhich brins 
gethfoorth ſuch fruit? 71 

Satan did-practiſe this while the holic Apo» 
ſtles were aliue vpon the earth : as we read how 
thefalſe Apoſtles did fecke almoſt euerie where 
to pul down that which $ Paule had built.S. John 


in the Reuelation mentioneth the Nicholaitanes, 


anda woman which ſaidſhe was a Propheceſle, 


-thattaught 8 teduced the ferufrs of the Lord,that 


they might commir'fornication,and cat of things 


calleth the hercrtikes which then were), loh.3, 
$,Paule faid co the Elders of Epheſus. [knowe this 
that after my departure there ſhall enter in among 


you 


riewous Wolurs , not ſparing the flocke, and 


Jos ſpallriſe wp of your ſelues that ſpal [beak 
&/ ſe things to dr aw Diſciples after them.A&t.20. 
When ail the Apoſtles were takenout ofthis life, 
then was this prophecie fully accompliſhed , for 
then did the diucll ſend foorth euen rotts of wic-: 
| ked hererickes whichdid ſeduce manie, & great- 
lie trouble all Churches, Then had hee thoſe 
which cried out : Beholde what a Gofpell is this 
which hath brought foorth ſo foule and mon« 
ſhrous opinions? Thus cunninglie did Satan work 
tokeepe manie (till in their ater beard And 
mlike maner in theſe dayes, when the light of 
the goſpell againe brake foorth, he raiſed yp hore 
fible herefies and ſees, and then ſerteth his ſer» 
vatits a worke to cric out:See what fruits this new 
b Goſpellbringethforth? This hath made many ſo 
much offended at it , rhat they will not heare ir: 
p andfo the Dijue!l holdeth them Mill in their fore 
' mer blindneſſe, and deuoureth'them as a praie, 
£ Allohee raifeth vp lies and ſlaundersto diffame 
1 boththe doGtrine and al thar profeſſe it. This hach 
, beene his ancient praQtife: Chriſt wasſaid tohave 
, adiuell , ro be araifcr of ſedition , and an cnemie 
£ to Ceſar. His Apoſtles were deemedtobe raiſers 
$ 
4 
; 
1; 
| 


offattion and di urbers ofthe common peace, c- 
nemiesrothe flare of princes,and the Chriſtians 
ever were accuſed ro bemen whichſectetly am6g 
themſelues did commit moſt foule and abomina« 
ble fines. True it is, that in all times he had manie 


Which were hypocrites that profeſſed the wieth 
for 
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> The firſÞ Sermon. 
fora time andthen falling into notorious 
ces, all the profeſſors were ſaidto be ſuch.” Thug 
hath hcin all cimes held many in darkneſſe, 
making them out of Joue withthe doctrine off; 
uation, And as when Chriſt was riſen from the 
dead, Satan did raiſe and fpread alie,namely that 
while the watchmen were aſleep, the diſciples of 
Chriſt did ſteale him away,and then ſayd he was 
riſen, and this lie wasbelceued (though it were 
moſtabſurd & had no ſhev of liklihood)fo looke 
what lies and ſlaunders heraiſeth vp nowe, manie 
doe belecue them,” For as S. Paul ſaith 2.Theſl.2, 
Becauſe menvyeceine not the lone of the truth, God 
fendt th them firong deluſion to beleene lies, Nowe 
for a man torefifithe divellin theſe practiſes, that 
he be not ſeduced and held in blindnes,it isnecel- 
farieto haue knowledge of the trueth ang a lively 
faith.For if he come once to that, he ſhal find that 
the Goſpel is the pure and heauenly lirhe,cuenthe 
power of God to faluation.as $, Paule ſaith,toe- 
uery one that belecueth. Rom. 1. And that theſe 
ſeRes and herefies and troubles that follow it,are 
raiſed yp bythe diue!! himſelfc , even of purpole 
to diffame thetruth, that ſo men may abhoneto 
hear it preached.Such as baue receiued the knows 
ledge ofthe truth and are lightened, in themhee 
ſeeketh how he may quenchthe light ,or take the 
power of it out of their harts,and ſo deuoure them 
as his praie, 
He hath diuers wayes and means toeffeAthis. 


Toſuch as be the weaker in knowledge , euen 3s 
babes 
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T. Peter 5. 
babes in ynderſtanding ofthe heautly myſt 
he layeth ſtumbling blockes and offences,that he 


£75: 


may cauſethemto ſtumbleand fall, ortoturne a» - 


kde our ofthe way into which they haue entred, 
He raifeth yp terrours,troubles, and perilles toa» 
bath them. He tempteth and leadethinto diſpair, 
ſhooting his ficrie dartes. To auoyde theſe pe- 
rils, there is no way,but that as S, Paule prayeth 
forthe faithfull at Colofla, that we bee filled with 
theknowledyge of the will of God in all wildome 
andpirituall ynderſtanding :that we may walke 
worthie ofthe Lord in all pleafing bems fruictull 
inall good workes, and increaſing inthe know- 
ledge of God: Rrengthened in all might through 
his glorious power , vnto all patience and long 
ering with ioyfulneſſe,Colofi.1.verl.g. 10.11. 
Some orgs that haue recciued more knowledge 
he ſeckethto caſt downe through pride and pre- 
ſumption,he tempteththem tobe puffed vp, and 
toſwell,and ſo leadeth them into ſectes, errours, 
and hereſies,as his fit occaſionſerueth, one parte 
intoone, another intoanother, 

Heere is nced of found knowledge of heauenlie 
thinges, and ofthat ſincere faith which purgeth 
theheart, and empticthir of pride and humaine 
preſumption, leading men toreſt only ypon God 
with feare and trembling, cven with true humili» 
te, Allo as hee perceiveth mens inclination, hee 
temptethand leadeth them into grievous and a- 
dominable fines , and ſuch as God is highly diſ- 
pleaſed withaLſome into one,and ſome into ano- 
ther, 


T he firſt Sermon | 

, and {a caſteth them downe, And in this hee 
s woonderfull ſubtill ,and can finde what fine 
a man may molt eafilie bee brought into, Ifhe 
bee inclined to yainemirth andictting , hee ſee. 
keth to fithim with companions for that : that 
when he hath recciucd the touch ofheaucnlice mo. 
tions,that yaine mirth may pur it out, If hee bee 
inclined to yacleane luſtes of fornication , he wil 
finde the meanes (if it bee poſitble )to fer as it 
werethe bait before him, where hee nay beeinti- 
ſed. Ando is it inall other vices: fo that men had 
need watch and pray leaſt they enter into temp. 
tation. They neede to bee armed with a fedfaft 
faich to revſte, that by their faith, allthe fitie 
dartes of this horrible enemic may bee quenched, 
His {ubcilties to keepe men in blinaneſle , his lies 
and iJaunders to drive men from the Goſpell, 
bis aſſaultes to lead into deſpaire, his {tumbling 
blocks andterrouts toturne men out of the way, 
tis temptationto leade into herefics and ſectes, 
or intoany foule finne , or whatfocuer dartes hee 
ſhooteth, there is no way to refilt him,andro be 
kept fafe,butby atrue,a liuely,and a ſicdfa(t faith, 
Therefore (beloued) ſeeing this enemie is ſo vigis 
lant,& doth ſocruellic ſeek our deitruftion night 
andday , euentoſwallowys yp into the gulfe of 
hell : and ſeeinghe hath ſa maniefleightes,ſo mas 
py rppe, ſo maniebaytes andallurementres,lo 
manie firy dartes to wounde ynto death; and ce» 
ing weareſo readieto bee ſeduccd , hauing 10 


power of our ſclues; let ys ſecke to bee ſtronglie 
arm 
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1.Peter 5. 
armed withthe power of God, that ſo wee may 
the victorie. There is no waytor vsto beear- 
med with the power of God, but by faith; fo thar 
theende of all 1sthis , that men labour forthe in- 
creaſe and [h1eagrhening of their faith: yſe all 
good meancs andthat continually for the furthe- 
rance of the ſame, [f ypon ſucha danger wee will 
not bee admonithed by this wholeſome admoni- 
tion of the Apoſtle, we are more then fooliſh or 
mad. 

It may be ſome man will ſaythat the diuell is 
tobe reliſted onlie by faith when he commetrh to 
hurte the ſoule:but is it not another caſe when he 

commeth to hurte the bodie, the cattell, or the 

sof a man ? Is hethen alſo tobe rehtted one 
beby fairh? Oris it all one when he commeth to 
doe thoſe thinges of himfelfe , and when he is fence 
todoethera by witches and ſorcerers? Is there 
pow no meanes to relift him butby faith? To an» 
ſwere to this queliion , firſt it is to bee graunted 
that the diuels doc indeed deliphtro torment and 
to hurt man any way, And withal we ſeeit plains 
letaught in the ſcripturesthat he hath had pow- 
werand leaue ſometimes graunted vnto him ſo 
forto hurt; As it was granted ynto him to de- 
firoy Iobs goods, ſome by fire. and ſometaken a« 
way by robbers : tockill his children , and thento 
plague him ij. his body with/mot? grieuous ſores, 
Wee read of inany mthe Goſpell whole bodies 
vere poſleſſed with diuelles,and whome hee did 
torment 1n yerie gricuous maner, 


And 


@ 477 


63 'The firſt Sermon 
And we muſt know withall that when he doth 
hurt in the bodie or 1n the goods , his chiefe drif 
and practiſeis thereby to deſtroy both body and 
ſoulg , and ſohe may makeit a meane to win the 
ſoule, hee will ceaſe tor to hurtthe body, ſeemi 
as it he were expelled. We readin the Goſpellof 
ewo poſſcſied with diuels, and leſus caſting forth 
the Diucls , they beſought him to giuethemleaue 
to enter into an hearde of ſwine "Fee gaue them 
leaue , they entered , and cariedthe whole hearde 
of ſwine headlong from a ſteepe place into the 
ſea, and drowned them, Math.8, What was the 
purpole ofthole Diuelles,what was theirdefire? 
Was itno morethen for to deſtroy the-poore 
dumbe beaſtes? Yes verely they had a turther 
reach, & a deeperpractiſe. This it was,they ſought 
co bring Chriſt into hatred wich the men ofthat 
region among whom hee was nowe come : and 
why ? but euen tharthey might not heare him 
bringing the wordof life. They knewe thatthoſe 
men were worldly minded, and that thelofle of 
their hogges woulde gricue them ſore , and that 
they had rather be without Chriſt, then that hee 
ſhould bring them {ſuch lofle. Andfoit cameto 
paſſe, tor the men ofthat citie came forth anden- 
ereatedhim to depart out of their coaltes, Here 
wasacraftie conueyance, and ſo Satan,whenlae- 
uer he obtayneth power to hurt the body of many 
his cattell or goods,it is not without ſome great 
ſubtiltic of a [further and a greater miſchiefe 


which he {eckethto worke, Then further we may 
ec 
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hee ſure that it is all one whethcr he come of him- 
ſelfe, or be ſent by a witch. ForItake it, none will 
beſo ſimple as to imagine that ithee haue power 
tohurtthat he will lic (till and not hurt yaleſſe hee 
be ſent by ſorne man or woman. Andit hee haye 
notleaue granted him trom God,no mortal crea- 
ture can giue him power to touch the body or cat- 
tell ofa man. Howſocuer he commeth, wee muſt 
knowe itisthe LordeG OD of heauen that hath 
ſent him,cucn as hee gaue him leaue to deale with 
lob. 

Then it muſt needsfollow, thatthere isnopo- 
werfor to refit him withall, but the power of 
God: and there is no wayto be armed with that 
power, but onelic by faith, Iftherebee no way to 
withltand Satan bur by the power of (0d (asit is 
moſt wicked to denic ) and through faith onehe 
manisarmed with that power, what other way 
or meanes can there bee to reſiſt him ? There was 
«child poſſciſed witha Diucll: the father broughr 
tum to the Diſciples of Chrilt,chat they might calt 
kim out; but they could not : lefus caſt hm our, 
Then the Diſciples did aske him why they couide 
not caft him out? Hee ſaid ynto them, becaule of 
your vnbelecte. This kind(faith he)goethnot out 
by prayer & faſting, Math. 17. Where weeſee 


that the diuel tormcting the body,is to be caſt out 


by faith, yea by a ſtrong faith, whichisto bee alli- 


ſed with faſting and prayer. But what ifthe diuell 


(ay fome)afflicting the bodie, or deſtroying the 
goodscaunot be remooucd by faith or ih(h 


{hall 
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The firſt Sermon 
ot men then leeke to remooue him , or th 
withſtande him ſome other wayes? As wee are 
taught by experience , that the diuell poſleiling 
the bodice of ſome man, woman or child, and tore 
menting the ſame, prayerhath been vſed,andthat 
yery often,and yetnoremedie hath beene 
bur byother meanes he hath been expelled Yea, 
ſome haue becn of that minde that God having 
giuen Satan power to touch their bodies, their 
children , or their goods,they would ſecke no fur 
therbutto God,ſaying,that as hee had giuen him 
power,ſo when it ſhould pleaſe him hee woulde 
reftrainchim, andthereupon they would reſt;but 
in the enCe they haue beene glad ta, vie other 
meanes, God hath appointed mcanes, and they 
tempt God thatretulerhem, If a man be fallen in« 
to aditch, andlie (lil! praying , God helpe mee, 
Lord help me, and doth not (tir'ro clime our, hee 
may he long enough. Iftherebe meanes by which 
the diucll is driven our, why ſhould not men vie 
them,leeing ve may {uppole that God hath ap» 
pointed thoſe meanes? To anſwere ynto thele 
thinges, we muy firſt conſider, thatthe Lord Gud 
for the trial oftheir faith and patience , doth giue 
leave to Satan to afflict his children. This isfor 
their good, What ſhould I vicany proofe forthis, 
but the exemple of lob?He was throughlic tried, 
Now ſeeing it was the will of God that he 1] ,ould 
ſo be tried, both for his owne good , and for the 
infiruction of many others , though his faith were 
arichr (trong faith, yer in thisthiwg it did not 10» 


pel 
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Satan, but he had power "ET 

NG ildren and od nod loeriphald 
ener that if God will ue POwWEer , OL 
ET es CANE fy ei 
erthe goods of an Ilman , for luch.a pur- 
wat id lob, faithdoth not 'remooue 
imfror ſo. effliting.: but faith inthoſe fo for a 


time afflicted dothrefilt him,ſlo thathee dathnot 


nor cannot preuaile agayuli the ſoule, - Thatis © 
for vs. Such a man is ro lubmit himſelit co 
the ent of God or his trial. If Satan can- 
not be cemooucdfrom hurting him in tholc 'out- 
watdhinges which arc oflefle yalue,let him hold 
falithathe refali him by fauh,fo that hee winnort 
tisfoble and he is well ; the Loed 0d will nhis 
time Celiuer him from that other calamric,; 
him knowe : 15 for his good that he is ſo cha» 
lied, 

The womati of CanazogMath, 15. wasa wo- 
manof a wonderfull faith, for Chiilt faith, { has 
« oznd ſopreat faithin !ſrae!l, and yer the Di- 

did torment Iter daughtcr, $he did not {ecke 
ayothermeanes , but ſought out Chiilt, and obs 
ned oFhimn tobaucthe Diue!! calt ow which 
Ado gricuouſly torment her child, This wasfor 
kertriall;and ſhe gid for the time cndure it x0fi- 


fngihe divell fo mjchtilic by ſaub that he could 


wt preuniie ayain(t ber fouls, 
Moreouer, the diuc!] hath power gilen vnto 
bimto aff forge , andtoplague them intheir 


ori cheir goods, becauie ofthe bones, 
k They 
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Niey haue deſpiſed the lawes of God, theybee 


this ſcourg 


to conſider how grieuoullicthey haue offended 
and how muchthey haue prouoked the Lorde:to 


wrath , who haththerfore giuen leauetothis wice 
ked enemie ſo to plague them: They ſhouldnoge 
ſeeke ynto the Lorde and intreate him. ro have 
mercie ypon them. They ſhould lamcnt and be« 
vwaile their finnes, and turne from their wicked 
wayes vnto the way of rightcouineſle ; and then 
ſhouldthis their calamitie be a meane to bring 
the neeter to God, to the faluation of their ſaules, 
They areto intreatthe Lorde vpon their 'repens 
tanceto remooue the plague from thern, Andif 
it bee not remooued , they are (till more and 
moreto be humbled,they oughtro taſt andpray, 
yeathey are to yſc all 00d meanes to come tothe 
true knowledge of God, and co a {ound faith that 
they may eſcape from being deuoured by thise» 
nemie vnto eternal} damnation, If the Lorde 
doe not deliuerthem by and by, bur thatthey 
be tormented in their owne bodies, or in their 
children or goods, letthem knowe itis becaule 
they doe not ſothroughly repent , nor ſorhrougls 
lie ſeek the Lord as they ought vo doe, ' Let chem 
therefore yet humble themiſclues further, andſeck 
more carneſtlie ro knowe the way of God, audts 
be armed with true and liucly faith. 
There \was a woman which had a ſpirite ofi0- 


firm'rie cightecn yeares,and was bowed ga 
aft 


carelefleto knowe the way of faluation. Whey 
e15 yponichem , they arc to weighand 
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vpen 1, Prter.5. | 
ad was bowed together, and could m no w1 
lifevp her ſelfe: Icfus healed her,and faid,, tharSa- 
tan had bound hercighteen yeares, Luk. 1g. ver: 
11,14.15. If the Lord ſhall giue Saran power fo 
longto afflict,ler ys notfall from God :lerysnor 
ſeekro refit him anie way but by faith; Ye lay itis 
knowne by experience, that wherethe diuell hath 
tormented ſome,prayerand all holic means haue 
beenevied , and yer 
meanes haue been fought. Then belike there be 
meancs which are [tronger againlithedeuill che? 
faith & prayer. And there is forne power mighticr 
n{t him che rhe power of god:for thoſe means 
ichſome menflie ynto, when asthey cannot 
prevaile by faith, are ſuchas they whichare aftlic- 
ted haue leatned eitherby a pretcripais fro the di- 
vel himſelf, faying,letſuchor fuch a thing be don, 
andthereſhall be remedie; or els they hauethe.n 

preſcribed by ſoine wile man, or wiſe woman, 
 whobaucthem from the diuell. Theſe be very pal- 

tie things(asthere bea number, | neednottore» 

peate chem, they 5ce too well kuowne, androo 
much praciifed)and yerthey be moreſoughcynto 
then faichis, which armeth vs with che power of 
God. What a diſhonor is thistothe high Maicktic 

ofthe Almightic ? What an infidelicic is i ? Shall 

men run to the diuell tor help? Is he itterto teach 

temor of more powerthen God? 

But ye fay,we ice the thing is wrought by thoſe 
meanes which could not otherwile be obtayned, 
Fatan isex pelled, and caſc bathicllowed. Hath Sas 
E 2 tail 
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1 T he firſt Sermon 
ranexpelled Sati?or hath he tau bow he might 
beexpelled indeede? Isthediuell become ohms 
plc ? Wilhe hinder his owne kingdome?Aremen 
o fooliſh as-ro belceue that he is by ſuchthingg 
in very deed driuen out ? A man tormented fore 
in his badic, he fearcth that it is ſome witch that 
hath done it; He is aduiſedbyhis neighbours tg 
ſende voto ſome cunning man. Wordeis ſent 
backe , that indced he bath bad neighbours +ler 
him do ſuchor ſucha thing,and he ſhal hauceaſe; 
Well, hedothir & hath cate. Whar ſhall we think 
that the diuell is driven out? A wotull driving ou, 
He doth ceafe from tormenting the bodie for x 
time ,that he may enter deepet tntothe ſoule, He 
winnethby this driving our. Thelike may be (aid 
where he hath power giuen-vnto bim to deſitoy 
mens cattell. They be taught 11any thingeshowe 
toreh{t him: among other to offer ſome bumtok 
fering vnto him,they mult burne fornwhat alive, 
Well he connueth no more : there is a power a+ 
boue faith that hath pur him ro flight, And wher# 
as youſay that ſome have beene ofthe minde hat 
they would not ſeekany way or meancs. butols 
ly ro(30d, and would reſt vntilhe ſhouldreliran 
the diuell:but have been glad in theendetovie 06 
ther meancs. It is a lamentable hearing, that the 
faichof any ſhould fo farfaile: that in Reed ofap® 
proching neererto God by _— ——_— 
they haue turned to the counſell of the « vel, It 
they could not find helpe by praier,they mightbe 


aflurcdthatthe Lord would yer affiict them rv 
n, 


"vf# 1. Peter 5. 
ter & thar withal humblenes co to ſub- 
mir themſclues vnder his mightie hand? yea they 
to haue conſidered the weaknefſe of their 
th ,” and the'grievoulnes oftheit finnes, and ” 
have ſought by all meanes poſſible to ger a ſted- 
edn ax fained repentance, This their aff 
Aion by Satan ſhould haue been a warning ynto 
them,tcomake the cleaue more firmlieto ,& 
to look better ts themſelues ; and ſee how itharh 
driven them ro nm backe from God to the diuell, 
Bur you ſay God harh appointed meanes,and hee 
thatrefuſerh the meanes tempreth God. Asfor ex- 
ample,ſha}a man crie, Lord help 21d nor ine? 
ne | Jndecdif you could proouethar God had appoin= 
ud | tedfuch meanesro trine away dels where faith 
7 |} cinnot,your ſaying were true, But wherecan 
© {} prooneinalthe whole word of Godthat thy fuch 
þ meanes are appoiiired to put divels to flight ?It 
© | thoſetneanesbe not inthe holie Scriprures;, they 
pi benor ordained of God, they be nor of faith, it is 
al 
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notthe power of God that expellethSatan, burir 
Fhisowne (leivhethat ſeemethto be repelled and 
vanqu/ſhed,when he 1s not; theybe nicans of his 
own deviſing, whichhe hathcaughr by thoſe that 
han familiatiry with him. | Tas 
The holic Scriprires do condemneit a8 4/molt 
wickedrhing ,char met ſhould have any'dealing 
with divelsto be ravghtat theirhatides) Werate 
to boraught of GodChriſt Iefusourontly Do- 
Qtr: (hall we then learnearche mburhef Dinels? 
A man is takenlame,heſuſpetterty thar heeis be- 
| E 3 witched, 


| T be firſt Sermon 
Spe he ſendeth foe man: Hee d& 


madfideth whom they ſuſpeR , and then ſhewerh 
the image of the dr O'S . When thisjg 
done he ſheweth and preſcribeth what the lame 
man ſhall doe forto get remedie: howe hee ſhall 
cauſe the olde witch rocome vnto him, andhoy 
be ſhall vſcher, Hcerall is dane by the direQion 
of the diuell; axetheſe meanes then appointedby 
God? Alſothere is one whome Sathan doth asit 
were poſſeſſe and dothtorment the bodie:thereis 
ſeeking vnto god, butnorlike che Cananitiſhws. 
manthat cameto Chriſt to haue the diuel driyen 
out of her daughter, who withthe ſtrengrthof her 
faith would notbe denied, Math. 5. but liketo 
king Saule,whoreceiuing no anſwere fromGod, 
atehim byand by vatoa Witch: fornot finding 
belpe by faith and prayer, orby thoſe waies that 
God hathappointed,they then begin to hearken 
tothe diuell,and hetelleth them that if they ſhall 
doe ſucha thing , fuch a diuell ſhall depart, Heere 
be the meanes, which ſome doe holde to bee ap» 
pointed by God. 
.. But is notthis a woonderfull blindnesthat + 
ran can ſeryphimſelfe to bee a teacher , and men 
learning of hirn , ſhall rhinke that they learme of 
God? Well ſay ſome, wee are glad to hauecaſe, 
wefind that the ditiell is expelled, we may think 
thatGoddoth allow it. Shall a man be gladforto 


buy caſeſo.deare?May we'call that eaſe, whenithe + 


divell ceaſethto vexe the bodytoratime , to the 
end that he may torment ſoule and bodic in hell 


for 


for ener ? If a man be licke of a burning 
takerhatto coole the heat.and to giue cale for the 
time; which will $3 KT cauſe ra bee more 
burning,is that a good remedier Is that a re- 
medie, which Rar while doth 29 rne mi- 
tigate; but afterward doth increale the diſcaſeE- 
acnſothe blind pope doc imagine that Satan is 
expelled by thoſe meanes, by which indeed he en- 
trerhmore deepe intothem, For tell me but this, 
wherein doth the kingdome of the Diuel conſiſt? 
I be not called the prince of this world, and the 
prince of darknefſe? This his kingdome doth con- 
fiftininfidelitie, in darkneſle and in finne, Hee 
thatis vnderthe power of finne,ſo that finne hath 
dominion ouer him, hee is vnderthe power and 
working of Satan. Sinne is his kingdome,there is 

his throne, ye cannot ſeparate them , hecaunct be 

calt forth,and finne (till remaine in force. If pride, 

enuic,couetouſneſſe, hatred, malice,ſelfe-loue,for- 

nication,or any other ſuch {inne doe raigne and 

rule inthe heart of man, there ruleth the diuell:for 

theſe be the workes of the diuell, Heereupon our 

Saujour ſaid to the lewes,7e are of your father the 

dinell: ye doe the workes of your father. lob. 8. Hee 
 that-will then cafte foorth the diuell, hee muſt 
caltourthoſe workes. For hee that committeth 
hnneisof the dwell,as Saint Iohn faith in his firſt 
Epiltle chap. 3. Heetbat till committeth finne, 
andchercfore is of the diuell, is the divellexpelled 
or driven/ from him ? 1 ſuppoſe that there is no 
man ſo yo1d ofacalocicharhe will imagine } that 
E 4 the 


vpeu 1.Peter 5, + 482 - 


The firft-Serman 
from that man'inwhoſe 


Fedicelli driven away fro: 
heatt hehath his throne and power, Amanis ig- 
norant-ofthe wordand waies of God : with his 
;gnorance ofneceſſitic goeth vnbelecte : withyns 
belecfe there goethe vafruitfull workes of dark» 
nefle. There is much vanitic of minde,” theres 


muchprophancneſle , there be fouleerrors and a- 
bominable vices, 1.501 
This man hath ſome of his cattel} deſtroyed 
by the ciucil;he wouldhaue the diuel expelled;he 
hath nor faith which armeth men withthe pow- 
er of God: hchath not the faith which onercoms» 
meth the world, 1, Toh. 5. or which -purgetbthe 
heart. AQ 14, or«hichquencheth all rhe firie 
dartes of the diueil,, Ephel 6: or: (asSaint Peter 
ſaithhcere) refſterh him: Andſcekahſomeother 
helps to refiſt him, yea,to be deliuered from him, 
ard never doth confiderthat hee is firſt to have 
him remooued outofhis heart, He ſhould conſt 
der that the divell {as Saint Paule ſarth) worketh 
in the children of diſobedience, Ephel-2.verl. 2. 
Andthertore ſo long ashe is diſobedient to God, 
Satan cannot bee eali foorth of his heart. Ifthoſe 
things canrefift Satan which men doeleameand 
practiſe-heere in the world, as there beathouſand 
deuiſes, by which he perſwadeth the world thathe 
is refiſted:then it skillerh not whether a man bee 
godlicor yngodlie,faithfulor vnfaithful,couching 
the reſiſting & putting divelles to flight, if when 
a manscattel] are plagued and dcfiroyed by the 
cucll,it will deliuer the reſt it he þwr.e one _ 
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vpen 1. Peter x. my 
this way may the lew,ortheTurke,orthe heathen 
caſt bm out as well asthe Chriſtian. And ſoit 
maybe \; aid inall other their wicked means, They 
tend wholie therefore to this ende,thatrmen may 
| beheldin infidelitie,in bhadnefle , and bardneſie 
ofhearr/cucn void of repentance for their finnes, 
thatis rhe crafrineſſe of Satan.For it diuelscat bee 
purtoflighe and ouercameby ſuch meanes , men 
willneuerſcekto be armed with faith, they neuer 
care fortrue repentance: they bee-perſwaded that 
thediuellhathnothing ro-doe with them. -And 
therein lyeth one of the grearei ſubtilties of Saran 
thathee may detour mtn-when they dreame of 
noperill,and therefore ſeek norro God, to; be ars 
med with his mightic power through faith, For 
Khenmen doe knowe that there is 20 Way to ec» 
ſcape butby faith{as Saint Peter fairhheer, whom 
ritfedfaſt mthe faith)itthey be not mad, they 
willhanea care to attaine torhatitrue fairh, ;/ - 
ache Poperie there were mavy things deuiſed 
todrive away diuels. Men were perſwaded that 
thefhgneot the Croſſe did put him to flight, They 
had their conjured holiwarter to ſprinkle vpon 
the men;andintheir houſes, & thither the Diuel 
might nor come. Likewiſe ita man had apeeceof 
bole bread in his purſe, oravy where abour hi 
I fees armed hee might-por fafe in the darke(t 
whe that was. There were hallowed candles, and 
wihin the light of them the wicked Prince of 
Grkneflecould not approch. But there waz yet 2 
Fg fronger 


nA SO ORn GRACED TAC IRR SST TT Su 6a FRET EE EY Þ 


4 83- 


, 29 The firſt Sermon. 
ReOOyer Ong and a moreterrible ynto the Dj. 
vel, I the reſt ; cuento hunt them our of 
"The Lords kin ightening © chunder,and 
ace | wet 
mightie windes : hee doththerby declare his ma. 
ieftie. When theſe tempeſtes doe ariſe, the diuel! 
woulde gladly make men belccue that hee hath 
raiſed them thee wotld'be as a God of power: 
andrherfore he coueteth to ſhewhimſelfittthok 
tetnpeſtes, and ſo doth come with terrour.To 
meet withthis miſchiefe and ro repell him; the 
Papiſtes had their hallowed belles , their Saintes 
belles, andthoſetheydidringour when anyterri- 
ble tempelt didapproch , trufting thar the founde 
of them would repel him,and put himto flight.0 
how the Diuell was'skared with theſe things! $, 
Peter forgate himſelfe that he did nortel of theſe, 
2nd not Crake ofrefiſting him bynothing but by 
faith. Such readie helpes for to defend men , and 
ſo eafic, and not one ofthe Apoſtles would tell 
ef then : but ſpeake only of faith to bee our vi- 
Rorie. Well (beloued) knowefor certaintiethat 
all theſe are burſleights ofthe Diuell:which were 
viedinthe poperie; and which many at this day 
doe'vſe when md ſuppoſe that they are bewnch- 
ed." Leaneall ſuc vngodly waies which theDi- 
uell reacheth, and hearken ro the holy Ghoſt, 
which willeth you to refit the Divell ftedfaſt in 
the faith, Ler all your ſtudie, and induſtrie, and 
cirebe, to bee armed with a firong and huelic 


faith, 
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faith, That ſhall couer you,and compaſſe you a- 
rs 
ee as the mount hece in th 
lme) chat cannot be remeoucd, A Fee 
mll powers (or as Chriſt ſaith, rhe gatcs of hell) 
We onailes inſt it. If you haue that fairh, 
ing Lyon thall not devoure you: butall 
his firie dartes ſhall bee quenched. Hee will doe 
whathe can to bolde you in blindneſſe , to leade 
you int os IDA he wil temptyou , 
«gp (xt tb ſhall pecuaile, He 

+ willſeekto bunzyour backes #goods; 
refit him by faith, Blefſed be gur 
Lord thathath giuen ys ſucha 
towerof = 
Amen, 


# 
” 


FINIS, 


vpenl, Peter 5, [=] 484. | 
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THE-SECOND.SER- 
Peter,chap. '«, 
nbr (oe C,qadlg; P. 5 


gl Home refit PedfAIft- in the 
faith. We haticheard the ex- 


a | hortation 1orwarning which 


Wo ) men to be ſober and watch, 
| Wee haue allo inthe ſecond 
= SER; pccſcenethecauſe why it 
bchoouethvs to wp watchfull.Thete is an aduer- 
faric that doth ſeek to devoure vs both ſoules and 
bodies ynto eternall deftruftion, Tour adwerſarie 
the dicell (laithhe) like a roaring Lyon walketh a- 
bout, ſeeking hay hee may denonr. \uthe thirde 
place we haue been taught how to wichltand him 
andto getthe yiRtoric oucrhim.#/hom refit fied- 
faft i the faith. Where it hath beene ſhew ed that 
faith armeth a man withthe power of God, The 
power of God is inuncible & cannot be _ 
vnder,but getteth the viRorie ouer all the terridl 

might ofDiuels: ſothat it isnot poſſible that hte 
ſhould be overcome which hath faith. Ir conque- 


reth allche ipfernallpowers,and rium pherhar all 
times 
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moſt gloriouſly ouer them. Whereby tis 
_——_ n'# F —_— richand ar Gm 
ewecll faichis.Ir vs fate from diuelles, 
mdcheretoreisro bee couered and ſought for a-: 
boue all treaſures. It is ro bee foughr tor atthe 
handes of (30d;heisthe giver of it, anditis nota 
thing whichisin mans ©wne power, Moreouer,: 
ſeing GoG doth grue t,aud nouriſh it by means, 
he that will be Redfal in thefaith, muſt vierthoſe 
meanes that be ordained. Alſo it hath beene de+ 
dared, that faithis the onlie thing by which-wee 
ueto-refilt the Diuell : 1n as much as faith alone 
meth vs withthe glorious power of God. Satan. 
hath manic waies whereby he ſecketh ro deuoure 
adco{wallow vp into hell the ſoules and bodies 
ofmen : as to. holde ſome in blindnefle and i 
noce., to lead others into lettes, errours and he- 
rehes, to drawe men into vices and abominable 
lnges, to plague the bodics and the, cattell. of 
ten :bur which wayfoeuer hee commeth, faith 
dath quench 2]! his firie dartes arming the ſoule 
e&man,coucring and compaſling it round about 
wihche mightic powerof God. Althoſevain,yea 
toſe molt wicked means by which men ſeekro 
repell Satan,are to be renounced as 'mcere Yluſ- 
aus. Mcn are tobeeraught of (od, and not to 
karne of diuclles : but Diuelles haue deuiſed thoſe 
means,and by ſuch as haue familiaritie withthem 
have delivered the ſame to bee put in prachiſe, As 
terebe ſuch deuiſes among the Sorcerers which 
Waphath craftily conucighed in: fo alſo inthe 
| Popene 


they did nor ſceke as Saint Peter willer 


bo 


nt DIAIGS ATED but inuented other wayes, 
Thus far we proceeded in handling this Scri 

And gown temaincthasa principeliqueſiimies 
be handeled, whether this faith , by which the di- 
uell is robe reſiſted, can be overcome in any?rhar 
15,0 
hath 


e more plainlic, whether any man that 
true and liuelic taith,by whichthe divelt 
is related, can ycrerly looſeit,and fall from God 
tnalle? whether bis faith may vreerly faile and be: 
vanquiſhed, & lo hauing refitted Satan for a time 
ſedfalt in the faith, yer in the end he may beouer« 
come and deuoured by him ? 

Touching this queſtion,the Papilts doe holde 
that aman may haue the true and lively taith,and 
ſo fall from ir,asthar it be ytterly & wholic quen- 
ched in him, yea finally. And ſo by their doctrine 
ſachas doe ttand inthis tairh which Saint Perer 
requirech, and with the ſame doe refilt che diuel, 
may by the diuell haue that fame their ſound and 
true fatthoucrcome,and fo perith eternally, O-» 
thersrthere be, who will ſeeme rodiffer ſomewhar 
fromthe Popiſh ſort abour this matter, and they 
do hold thattheverie reprobate(ſome ofthcmart 
the lea(t)arepartakers for atime of the true hue« 
lie,and iuftifying fairh whichis afterward wholie 
and ftaallie extinguithed io them, Moreover, 
they doe hold, that the fame true and liuely taith 
may be wholy cxtinguiſhedin the clect , butnor 
finally,becauſeit is yapoſſibletharthe elect ſhuld 


perilh, and thercin chey differ indecde from the 


Papilis, 
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this do&trine of theirs bee true , then is there no 
nian that can be certaine- of his ſaluation, There 
isgofman that is ſure he (hall fttand rothe end, no 
man can cefift ttedfaſt in the faich, For hee thatro 
day dorh getthe victorie over the diuell by a true 
andlinely faich, ro morrow may yterly looſe his 
faith, and be ouercome by the diuell. tir bee ſo, 
therithath not Saint Peter heer taught how we ſhal 
haveyndoubted viRorie: ifhe will vs torchſt 

ſuch a weapon as may be broken or defirayed, 
orplucked away from vs, wee are then but in a 
very weake calc. 

It may be they will ſay, there is vndoubred vi- 
Rotic ſo-long asa man doth refiſt ſedfaſt in the 
farh rand that Saint Peter hathno furtherintenr. 
Thatis the thing which we are tocnquireof. And 
this ſhall be made manifeſt, that whoſocuer hath 
therrue and lwely faich, ſhall vndoubtedly ger 
the victorie ouer Satan:that itis vnpoſſible thar bh 
faith ſhould be wholic extinguiſhed, it is ynpel- 
bblethat he ſhould periſh. 

This is it which we affirme , that whoſocuer 
doth atrainc ynto a ſtedfalt faith (which is the 
thing which Saint Peter here requireth)thar faith 
can never bee ouercome : for if it bee ouer« 
come,it is not tedfaſt, It is the purpolegf Saint 
Peter;nor-roreach that ſo long as a man is {ted- 
altinche faich, ſolong he ſhall refiſt the Diuell, 


and per the victorie , taking this , ſolong, asif it 


were y11cercaine that hee which is once (tedta(t; 
(hall 


— 


Papiſtes, which make election condrionsY | 


$4 _ SONG oa res 
tinue to the ent:bur this is bis full meas 
ing ,thatſomavic asattaiue r0 beflediaſt u the 


th, (hall yndoubtedlie yanquiſh 

neuerbe vanquiſhed WG PE ens, 
deth his doctrine, everito ſhewe; that as wee are 
compaſicd aboutand beſer with divels, who like 
molt greedy deuouring Lyons dae leeke conti- 


asto be armed with a ficdfalt faith, wee attaine to 
that'cltate outof which-wee canueuer bee caſt, 
Itis-as muchas if he thould ſay, the Diuell canes 
uer oucrcome a licdtaſt faich : obtaine that and 
you ate ſure to [iand to the end, 
"Beloved, wee are notthen to labout onelictor 
faith,bur if we will be ſurero ouercomethe diuel, 
andtottandto the end, we muſt labour to obtain 
aftedfalttaith. But how eanwebee ſure that this 
sthe mind of the Apoſtle ; to warrant men, that 
they {hall gerthe victorie ouerthe diucll, evento 
the cnd afchey artazncvyntoa (iedfalitath? 1 an- 
{were ,that lice agreeth with himſclfe\, teaching 
here the ſame thing which hee exhorteth yhioin 
the firltchapter of his ſecond Epilile : Hereawto 
(faith be) giae all diligence , in your faith miniſtet 
verine , in veriuetnowleage, m knowledge tempe- 
rence, temperance patteuce,m patience godlines, 
tn godligeſſe brother lie hindneſſe,in brotberlg kinds 
weſſe lone. For if theſe things be among yow,and 
bornd,they will makg that you zeut her ſpail cetdle 
wor vn frwit ful in the knowledging of our lord leſns 


Chriſt. For he that bath 16; tvcſe thimges ts _ 


nuallytor to ſwallowe ys' vp: foif we ſeck fo fane 
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; Petar gh \ 
aq Bla frva and hath NT. 
from bis altte [irmes, eons 
hw gre rather arhigence to make your calling 
wn wh * for if ye das theſe thimoes, ye [Mallnies 
fel Fob this means in envring ſhal be mini- 
fred ire 1ou abredantly mito the exerlaſting king 
dmc of owr Lord Jeſur Chriſt. Pet/x. $,67918. 
9.1071. tw this place S, Perer 4a moPf} pltlie 
firme thar they which have ſue fairhas gocth 
with thoſe frvites, they eviricto: *Y4ſlurancethar 
they be called of vod, & enofen vie life and olo- 
he doth afireand Warrantthem that they 
never fall. Hee adderiias i reaſon th od 
- ah earrance incothe Kinsdome of Chriſt; 
which is everlaſting, If che r-veliuclyfaich!: nay 
kile and be wholy | oft, whor atſuraiice can 2nic 
man hauc thac hee 15 called of God and choizn to 
lieeternall? Or hoy could re holie Apollle ſay, 
Ifjee doe theſe things ye ſhall newer ff 1? Doe nor 
fall which loc {: the faith , or in whome tis 
nholy quenched ? Chrift raigns th in all thote 
which have the line! ly faith, and it his kingdome* 
maybe broken downe againe where it once ta« 
kthplace, how can it be {aid in euc cy relpect to 
beerernall ? 

Now to joyne theſe two places roperher, that 
manhath the ttedfalt faith w hereby he he dothrehilt 
wdivel, which doth thoſe rhinos which $, Perer 
mentioneth, and thereby is ſure hee1s called and 
@vlen,and that be (hall never fall, Hee is firme & 
faſt in the faith which commeth vnco _ 

F A 
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wn. Theſecoud Sermon 
h as have procceded no further.in the pos 


werof a fruitfull faith, bur that they be tll yncer. 
taine whether they ſhall Rand to the ende, howe 
canthey beſaidto reſitt the divell Redfaſt in the 
faich? When S, Pauletclleth vsthatthe ſhielde of 
faith doth quench allthe firie dartes of the Divel, 
it is to giue courage and comfort,that ſuchas haue 
once gottenthat thield,ſhall never be ouercome; 
for if the faithbee oucrcome,, then it doth nox 
quenchthem all. The like courage andcomfort 
Saint Perer doch heere miniſter , by ſhewing that 
being ſedfalt inthe faith Satan is reſiſted, Where 
a man is ſure to get the yiftoric how valiantlie hee 
doth fight, what aſfaulces he wil endure, and with 
what comfort and conſolation of minde. Burt if 
the battell be made doubrfu!l, thatalthough hee 
haue {o liuely a faith which woorketh by charitie, 
yethe may looſe it,he may be ouercome,it daun- 
teth and diſcourageth, it taketh away thecoms 
fort and conſolation. And thisis to ouerthrowe 
that which the Lord of ſpeciall purpoſe hath al- 
ſottedto his children,namely,thart in all the trials, 
and afflitions,and temptations which they paſſe 
through, they may haue {trong conſolation.Fort 
is written, Whberem God willin; more abundant 
toſpewe vnts the heires of promiſe the /iableneſe of 
bu connſell confirmedby an oth that by two tnomw- 
table things inwhich it was impeſſible for God to, 
we might haue ſtrong conſolation. Heb.6, ver.t7. 
18, [t God hath contirmed his promiſe by an oth, 


that all cheyywhich beleeuc in his ſonne ſhall hove 
eternal 
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Po» wemall life, why is it, or to what end is it, bur thar 
wee ſhould come to the affurance of ſaluation, 
withour which aſſurance there can be no {rong 

tion? It men bee condemned for high 
waſon,and then ſome <7 rm pardon followerh, 
tfomewhat com*'orteth that they may ſuppole it 
es ſhall eſcape the tormentes of death, 
— bog be execured;but ks long as there is doubt 
they haue no ſtrong nflation: bur when they 
hn afſuredly, & haue it confirmed ynto them 
tatthey are ſer free by pardoa, then is theit con- 
bation ſtrong indeede. We are all of ysforhigh 
neaſon againtt God condemned to hell to endure 
ecernall tormentes: A couenantand promiſe is 
made, that ſomiany as doe beleeue inthe ſonne of 
God ſhall haue free pardon, and ſo nor onelie e- 
lapefrom thoſe endlef{e miſcries,bur alfa be lif- 
tedvp into eternal! glorie. So manie as doe wilc- 
yand ſenfiblie conhtider this wofull and miſerable 
eſare,in which all are in by nature,cannot butbe 
bached with great horrorand fear, Forisita liohit 
matrerto be call with the diuell and his Angels 
into erernal fire ? 1s hee not more then mad which 
tzobe meric ſo long 25heis ſubiect vnto ſo hor- 
ble damnation 2 Wel, there is hope of pardon, 
fhatfo hee all eſcape, in as ruchasGod hath 
botonly piuen his fonne to bee 2 redeemer, but 
Math promiſed and bounde that bis promiſe with 
moath,thar euery one which be! {eeucth ſhall bee 
ved. Hee fecleth thar he hath a faith, and it doth 
fomfort bim ; but ynt:il he fecle thar the {ame his 
F 2 faith 
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faithis the true and luclicfaich which getteth the 
victoric ouer Satan,and which can neuerbe yan. 
quiſhed,he cannothaue (trong conlolaton,, E. 
ternall woe with the duelles in hell is a molt prie. 
uous thing , & vnpollible it is that any man 
haue (trong conſolation, valeſle he be ſurechathe 
ſhall be delivered from it: Whereuponir follo- 
weth, thatſecingthe bleſſed Lord God hathor. 
dained that his children (hall heere inthe mid(t of 
the bartellagainlt Satan haue ſtrong con(olatian, 
that he doth alſo gue yatothem allurice offaith, 
yea ſuch afaith asthey doe knowe can neucrbeg. 
uercome, Take away the one & take away theo» 
ther, Wherby we ſee thatthey which do hold that 
the crue and liuclic faith may be wholy loſt, ouer- 
throw the ſtableneſſe of Gods couenanr. If they 
will obie&that manic have great gladnefle and 
conſolation which haue not any true laith , I augs 
ſwere,thatthe blind world is drowned in a carnall 
conſolation , they doc not ſoundly beleeue , nor 
ſen{iblie conſider what eflatethey be in, Theybe 
but as drunken men, who through exceeding 
drunkenneſle paſsing towards horrible rorments, 
donor perceiue it nor regard it, but are merieand 
laughand ſportthemſclues: For they whicharelo 
mcrie and dor ſport thetnſelues fo muchin hane 
and in carnal! pleaſures, ifthey d:d knowe orad 
uiſed!y conſider whicherthey be going and what 
rennineth forthe, it would dampe ail rhcir mirth, 
It is not the ſtrong conſolation which che bolie 


Gholl ſpeaketh of, tharchey haue, Theirs is9u8a 
Grun* 
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vpon 1. Peter 5. F 
Himken madnelle, Such onlic as by a lively fair 
#efeelethe power of Chrift in them mortifying 
and {Þying finne,& quickening them vnto righs 
tenlncfle and true holineffe euento walke in the 
lizhe, andro bring forth thEfruites and vertues of 
thefpirite, have the firong conlolation, They bee 
affuredthat they be deliuered from hell, and made 
heires of exernall glorie : inas muchas they know 
that Gol dorhſantihenone but thoſe whome he 
doth c)oriie, But they doe alleage ſundrie teſti- 
mon cs of the holie Scriptures, by which they vn- 
©0- | &:tketo prooue thar the veric reprobate haue 
© {| terve, lively and juſtifying faith, which rhey do 
at | verlielooſe [and iwifs"* thar he oat {o 


*T" | fallthatrhe ame truc and liuclic faith for atime is 
hey merliequenched in them, iftr be fo, then all al- 
and ſuranceis gone,and with 1t there vaniſheth away 
ur 1 allfirong conſolation Forifthe true fairhbee in 
pall tereprobate,then cannot any man thits argue, I 
"X | hare the true, luely and ſanGtifying faith, there + 
"oc fore lam choſen of God and ture to bee ſaved, 
ing | Neithercan he faythus, If 1 fall, I ſhal riſe againe: 
hit for what is it that can aſſure him that he ſhall riſe 

c waine,iffome that have the ſame true faith which 
© {| tehath, doefal and never riſc againe?Letys there 
s fore conſider what their proofes bee, or teſtimoe 
6 dies vpon which they [tande , to proone that the 
T mefairh may berrtterlyloſt. In the olde Teſta- 


ment itis thus written, Bur when the righteors 
th tar1-e away from his righteouſneſſe , andcom- 
wit iniquity and doth according to all the abomina- 
tens 
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1071s which the wicked doth,ſhowld be line? all by 
righteous deedes which he hath done ſnall nat berg. 
membred : for bis tranſgreſſion inwhich hee trauf. 
greſſeth,and for bis finne 1nwhich hee fanneth, for 
the (: he ſhall die, Ezecly 18, 24. The LotdIeſus 
ſaich, that there bee ſorne which do belceue for x 
time,& in time of temptation goe away. Luk $, 
1 :.T bow ſtandeſ{((aithS.Pay PA faub L not bigh 
mind d,but feare,Rom.11,ver,20. Alſothe ſame 
Apolile {pcaketh of fome that made ſhipwrackof 
thefaith 1, Tim,1.ver\. 19. Hee that thinketh hee 
{ftandeth,lec him take heed leaſt hefall1. Cor, 10. 
ver. 12, Chriſt ſaith tothe Angell of the Church of 
Epbeſus . Thou haſt lettthy frfs loue, Reue,2 yer, 
4. Take heede leaſt anie man fall away from the 
grace of God, Heb.z2.yerl. 15.And S, Peterdoth 
{peake of ſuch as arelike the dog that rcturneth to 
bis vornite,2.Pet.2.There be other places of {crip 
ture which they doe allo alleadge to prooue that 
men that haue the true & liuely taith, may wholy 
looſe it,] willnotſtandro KT A cucry one pate 
ticularlie, but in generall,and thus, that whatloc- 
uerthe word of God ſpeaketh offalling fro grace, 
ofturning from the way of tighteouſncs, or loo- 
ſing the faith, ir is not tobce vnderſtood of the 
grace of ſanification or of the true ];uely iu 
ing faith, but of that other faith which the hol 
ſcriptures doe ſpeakeof,, which the wicked may 
haue,and of thoſe graces which they alſoareaket 
a ſortmade partakers of, For this is ſufficient for 
metoſheye, that whoſocuer is once partake? of 


vouTr.Peter 5, 

delivelic fairh,he can never looſe thar faith, 
can never periſh: forthat being proouedit muſt 
feeds be confefled rhar all ther tures which 
they alleadgeore to beevnderftood not of that 
hoely faith, or oſthoſe thatbe ſanctified. Jam(ſaith 
Chriſt the true vine, and my father is an busband- 
man. Euerybranch in me that bearerhnot fruite 
hetzkerhaway,and cuery branch in me that bea- 
rh fruirc he purgeth that it may beare more fruit, 
loh. 1 5.ver{. 1. 2. Chrift isthe vine, & they which 

ſefſe his name be the briches. Theſe branches 
beef two fortes: the one ſort bearethno fruit, the 
other ſort beareth fruit, Now let u bee demanded 
what are they which beare fruit? It muſt needs be 
anſwered, chey be ſuchas hauethe rue and lively 
faith, they be ingrafted inte Chriſt and doereceiue 
a5 ir were the ſap or juice of life from him, Their 
faith is that, whick Saint Paule faith, worketh b 
charity, and rtherfore cuery one that hath that fai 
bearethfruite. Then who bee thoſe branches that 
deare not fruite? They be Chriſtians in name and 
mprofeſſion; otherwiſe he would not ſay, Euerie 
branchin me that beareth not fruit. They be after 
zfort crafted alſo into Chriſt in as much as they 
have been baptized, and doe profeſſe to belecue 
inhim : but cheir faith is but a dead faith;otherwiſe 
could not be ſaide, that they beareno frujte.By 
this we ſee it is cuident thatthere is a difference of 
faith,there is a fruitlefſÞ or a dead faith , and there 
#2 faith which i; lively, and cannot but worke, 
Then fre how we are to argue out of this place. 
F 4 Euery 
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thacharhahetruc and lyghn Linh hel gm, 
thatiurpay beare more fuurtheretore pt, any one 
of the ;eproate haucihelluely faith. This-conſe. 
quence isclecte, if wee conlicer that be faith, Ea 
ueriebranchthar beares) truirhe purgeths, nota 
taken aicownald away, hu rat itinay beat more 
fruic. Eor will they be io bald aSIO lay thus, Sous 
branches, thatbcare frune {hall bee taken outgf 
the 'vine,,as well as. the. branches that beareng 
fcuite? Orthus, Some branches that bearefruite 
ſhallbe purged that they may beare. more, fruges 
but yct inthe end hey {hall alſo bee taken aurot 
the vinc,were notthat, a.{trange {pecch 2, What 
difference, or whata yainc diftcrence were that 
which Chrift makerh of che. branches , touching 
perſeuerance in the vine.itthe truittull branches, 
orany of thzm could be {eparated from jt, as well 
as the ynfruitfull - ove doe they make Chuiit ra 
ſpeak 7 It may be they willay,thatche bolylcrips 
ture ſpeaketh ſomrimes ynuwucrlaily,uhe as yer ex: 
ceptions in particulzrs are for tro.be 201n'tied;and 

ſo his ſaying doth (tand wruc a!though tonebrans 

ches that hauc bora fruit be taken out of the vine 

and doperith, 1 an{were, that this cauillis, otno 

force hecer, becauſc our Sauipurdorh fo ſpeak yali- 
uerſallie,thar he alſo ſpceketh tngularly, Hefſaith 

not. al the branches thatin me bear jtyir,bureucry 
branchin me that beareth truit,he purgeth thatit 

may beare more fiuir,Sorhat we may conclude, 

that there are none ofthereprobate that have the 

crug 
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on1. Peter x. 
ue and lively faith:for ifthey had , they (Boulde 
bring forth fruit and ſo remain forcuer in the vine, 
ine, whoſocuer knoweth that hee bringeth 
Cont tfruite. hee may be aſſured that he ſhal con» 


' tinue ip the vine ſorcuer, heeſhallneuer peri 


Al Chriſt faith, Iamthe breade of lite , bee that 
commethto me ſhall not hunger in-any wiſe,and 
kethat belecucth in mee {hall never thirſt. This is 
the will of him that ſent me, that everyone that 
feethrhe ſonne andbelecueth in him may hauee- 
verlaſting life: and 1 will raiſe himvp at the laft 
day.l amthat bread of life , your fathersdideate 
Manoa in. the wildernefle and are dead, This is 


thatbread that: came downe from heauen, thar'if 


anicmaneatethereof, heſhouldnotdie. lam the 
huing bread which came downe from heauen, if 
any man cate of this bread he ſhall live for ever, 
Hcthat eareth wy fleſh and drinketh my blood 
hath cternail life ; This is that bread which came 
downe from heauen, notas your fathers did cate 
Manna,and are dead:he that eateth of this bread 
ſhalllive for , ever. loh.6.ver. 25.40- 48. 49 5O. 
51-5 4-5 g- From theſe Scriptures wee may drawe 
moſt hrmeconclufions , that nor any one of the 
reprobate euerhaue or can hauethe true and liue* 
lie faith : but that whoſocuer belecueth he is aſſu= 
red of lifeetcrnal!:Chriſt teacheth that hee is the 
bread of life, and that whotocuer eateth of that 
bread he (hall liue for cuer, It isnot poſſible that 
any man ſhould cat of that bread,and yet not liue 


for cuer, Euery one that belecuerh in him (1 ſpeak 


of 
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of thatlive! ie faith which as the hand apprehen. 
deth Chriſt,andby which we receive him 2ndhis 
benefites) doth ear his fleſh,and drinke his blood. 
He that belecueth in mee (ſaith hee) ſhall never 
rhirft:for ler any mi ſhew a reaſon why ſome thax 
beleeue in Chrift doe eate his fleſh and drinke his 
blood & otherſotne,hauing the ſame livelyfaith, 
doenot. What will they ſay that the picbie & 
| eamned, fo manyof them as euer come to have 
/ thetrue andlively faith (according as they ima» 
pine) do indeede eat the fleſh of Chriſt & drinke 
is blood, andſofor a time be made lively mem- 
bers of Chriſt , even fleſh of his fleſh , and bones 
ofhisbones, as the Apoſtle ſpeaketh Ephe. 5.ver, 
31? Ifthey doe noteat his fleſh & drink his blood, 
then hauethey not the faith: remooue that effe, 
andthe cauſe is remooued. If they will nor abhor 
ſo wicked a ſpeech,burt affirm indeed hat the re- 
probate doe cate the fleſh of Chriſt, fo manyof 
them as haue the liuely faith:then let the ſee how 
they ouerthrow alſothe whole force of the argu- 
met of Chriſt, by which he proueth that the Man- 
ria was notthe bread of life; but that he himſelfis 
the bread of life, Your fathers(faithhe)did cat Mi- 
na inthe wildernefle and are dead. If any man ext 
of this bread he ſhal liue for euer. How ftandeth 
hisargument, conſider oofit I pray you, Your fa- 
thers dideat Manna inthe wildernefle,and yet are 
dead in their finnesthey are dead inthe ſpiritual 
andeternall death(for ofthat death hee ſpeaketh, 


ſecingrhey alſo which cat the fleſh of Chriſt - 
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die the natural] death) therefore Manna was not 
thebread of life that commeth downe from hea- 
ven. For that which ſome did eat ct, and yer did 
diceternallic, is not by any meancs the bread of 
life. And how doth hee prooue that bee himſelfe 
«the bread of lile ? I ain the breade which came 
downe from heauen : ifany man eate of this 
bread he hall liue for ener. Thus Randeth his rea- 
fon, Whoſoeuer eateth the fleſh of Chriſt, he ſhal 
livg for euer: therefore the fleſh of Chriſt is the 
bread of life. If chey ſhall now ſay, ſome of the fa- 
thers in the wildernes did cate the Manna,and yet 
diedin their finnes:it cannot be denied:andthere- 
n Chriſt doth affirme that Manna was not 
the bread oflife that commeth downe from hea- 
ven:and then adde their owne ſaying, which is 
this, ome doc eate the fleſh of Chrift, and yet do 
diein their finnes: what willthen followe ?1f this 
reaſon do ſtand in force; Your fathers did eat Man- 
nainthe wildernes andate dead: therefore Man =» 
ha was not the bread of life. Then ſhall not this 
allo follow , Many doe eat the fleth of Chriſt, aud 
yet are ys A the fleſh cf Chriſt is not 
thebread of life. Thus it is euident that fuch as do 
afirmethat any of the reprobate haue the liuche 
ith, doe gainſay Chriſt, and ouerthrow the force 
ofhis argument, 

Toproceede, what can be more firmeto proue 
that the reprobate cannot haue the true, liuely and 
uſtifying faith, then that which Saint Paul bath 


witten? Where this ground is firftto bee laide, 
that 
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that whoſoeuerhe is that hath the true inſtifyi 
faith,he hath the ſpirite of ſanQificarion, the ſpi- 
riteof adoption :forthusthe Apoltle conioyneth 
them: wherein alfo after that yee bcleeued, yee 
were ſealed withthe holy ſpiritot promiſe, which 
isthe earneſt of our inheritance, vatotheredemp. 
tion ofche putchaſed poſle(fion;vnto the praiſe of 
his glotie: Eplieſ.1,ver.1 4.14. Isthereanyſoab- 
furd as tohold that a man is aliuely member of 
Jeſtis Chrilt(as every one is that hath the liuche 
juſtifying faith) andye bath not that holy ſpicite 
of promite,that ſpirite of adoprion, that "tags 
that pledge ? If they will ſay thatthe faith which 
the reprobate doe atraine ynro is withourthis ſpi- 
rite of adoption;or without this ſcale or pledge: 
then doe wee holde with them, and then dothir 
follow, that the faith of the reprobate is not the 
true iuftifying and ſanCtifying fairh which pur- 
gethrhe heart, Act, 15, Burif they ſhall ſay that 
the reprobarc are for a time partakers of rye ſpirit 
offanRihcation, euen of that ſpirit ofadoprion: 
then willthere diversrighe wicked conſequences 
follow, which are tobe baniſhed far fr6 chriſtian 
religio, For firſt ronching the ſpirit ofadoption,ſee 
what the Apoltle faith; As manie ag are led bythe 
ſpirit of god,they are the ſons of God, For ye haue 
not receiued the ſpirit of b5dage again to fear;but 
ye haue receiued the ſpirit of Adoption, whereby 
we crie Abba, Father, That ſame fpirite beareth 
witneſle ynto our ſpirit that we are the ſonnes of 
God,Rom. 8.14,15,16. Ifanie of the reprovate 
be led by the ſpirit of God, or be at anie time fans 
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Rified,then hathnotS. Paule here ſaid true , thac 
as manic as are led by theSpiritof God, they are 
the ſonnes of God. Some ofthe reprobate indeed 
doetalic of rhe heavenly power, butthey arc not 
led with the {pircit of 50d : they be not ſantified, 
they walke not after the ſpirit, Morcouer, the ſpi- 
ric ofadoprion,the ſanQifying ſpnit which is inal 
that haue the crue, liuely and 1uthifying faith, bea- 
reth witues withand to the ſpiritofthe belecuers, 
thatchey be che children of God, This is the liue- 
ly faich when a- man. belecueth that the Lorde 
God is his father,and that he is the ſonne of God. 
Andthis faith is nct ſeparated fromthe ſpirit of 
adoption , forit.is vpon his teſtimonie that they 
dobcleeac,and by him they crie Abba, Father, 
Is not this {pirit atrue {pirir?and is not his witnes 
moi time and true?1{it be as thoſe men fay,that 
the ceprobate are partakers of the ſpirit of adop= 
tion,then is not hus reſtimonie fhrme and true.For 
then that {pir:tot adoption tzacheth ſome manto 
cali od Father, and witrefferh to his ſpirit that 
he is the fonne of God, when as he is the childe of 
the diucl! : for bauing that fath,and thatteſtimos« 
pie of the ſpirit in him to Cay,to morrow hedoth 
by their ſaying , vtterly ard finally Joſe that faith 
and that{piric, What an opinion is this to ſaythar 
a man haththerrue fairh,that is to fay, belceueth 
bytheteltimony of the holy Ghoſt, that Godis 
hisfather,and yer he is indeedthe child ofthe di- 
vell? And morequcr , doth not the Apoſtle ſay, 
that after they beleeued they were ſcaled withthe 
holy 


od 
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holie ſpirit of promiſe?This is more then the barg 
reltimonie of the ſpirit,if I may ſo ſpeake, thathee 
ſealeth. Can this ſcale be difanulled or broken, ot 


ſer ypon the reprobare, it is deceiueable. Iftheir 
opinion be true: no man canthen ſay thus , God 
hath ſcaled me with his ſpirit , therfore I doe be: 
long to God: For a reprobate th that ſeale;and 
itfaileth him :chen who can ſay that it is a ſeale, 
which is trucandinfallible ? Saint Iohn ſhewing 
ypen what teſtimonies faith in Chriſt is groun- 
ded : faith, There be three that bearrecord in hea- 
uen, the Father , the Word, -and the holie Spirit, 
and theſe three are one. And there bee three that 
bearrecord incarth,the ſpirit, & water & blood, 
and theſe three agrec in one. If we receive the te- 


{timony of men,the ceftimonie of Qod is greater: 
For this is the witnes which hee teſtiheth of his 
ſonne, Hee that belecueth m the ſonne of God, 
hath the witnefſe in himſelfe. 1. Toh. 5. verl. 7.8. 
9.10. Why are alltheſe witneſſes bur to gue af- 
rance of faith? And ifthcſe witnefles doe teltihe 
ynto anian that he is the childe of God and ſhall 
be faued (foreuery one that haththe true & live- 
lie faith, hathir vpon the teltimony of all thele 
witneſſes) andyerhee is a reprobate : then is not 
the witneſfſe of God greater then the witnefle of 
men. Then alſoto what end ſhould he mention 
all chete toreſaid witnefles? They ge an abſolute 
teltimoniethat euery onethat belecueth hath lite 
cucrlaſting. | 
By 


made fruſtrate? Isthis ſeale vntrue ? Ifirbee cuer * 
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cannot be partakers of the ſan&itying faith, they 

benotledat any time by the ſpirit of adoption, 
be not ſealed vp with the holy ſpirit of pro- 

te they have not the wicnefſe of God within 
them : whoſocuer therefore hath theſe thinges, let 
him be afiuied he ſhall neuer periſh but ifhebe 
Gan&ified, beis iuftified, hee {ball bee glorified, 

Rom. 8. ver. 32. Andthis isit which the holic 

Scripture in 1naay places proclameth, that who» 

ſoeuer bciecuerth inthe ſonne of God ,he ſhal ne» 

ver be confounded, 

But what if the reprobate neuer haue the true 
faic,nor the {piritof adoption? yet doe not the 
ele ſotall and finne ſacnetimes, that there isno 
ſparke oi true faith lefe in them forchetime?This 
isthe great cunning of che diuell to roote vp asit 
werethe {iableneile and foundation ofthe truth. 
Butthe word of God meeterh with it,and teach- 
eth, that whoſocuet is regenerate and borne of 
Godin the new & fpiricuallbirth, ascuery one is - 
that hath the lively faith, ſecing whoſocueris in 
Chriſt, be is a nevv creature:the ſame man cannot 
fo fallthat chis new birth ſhould be extinguiſhed 
mhim, Forthis wee have the teſtimonie vrtered 
bySaint John,intheſe words, Whoſocuer is born 
of pod ſinneth nor, for his ſeed remaineth in him, 
neithercan he finne,becaule hee is borne of God. 
Llet.;.ver. 9. Alſo, we know that wholocuer is 
borne of God fnncthnor, bur he that is begotren 


of God keepeth himſclte , andthat wicked one 
doth 
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doth not touch him, chap. 5.verſ. 18.Jnthe for- 
mer. ofthelc two ſayings,there be rwomembery, 
andyntocither of them,chere is annexeda reaſon 
to confirme the ſame. As whoſocuer is borne of 
God {1nnech not: for his ſeede(this is the reaſon) 
remaineth in him. And then the ſecond member, 
Neither can hee t1nne :; the reafon, becuſe beeis 
borne of God, Now ſee ifthey doc not diredtlie 
gainſaythe holic Ghoſt,winch holde that a man 
regenerate may looſe the faith, & be vicerly voide 
ofthe ſpirit of {anctihcation. For fiſt, whereasS, 
Iobn {aith.that whoſocuer is born oft God, he fins 
nethuor. 3 hey fay , a man hath his faich vaerhe 
quenched,andis whole deprived of the ſpirit of 
jon, What fiathen is itthat he tnnech nor? 
He that falleth in ſuch ſort as thac he becommeath 
voidoftthe true fanh,andot the ſanctitying grace 
of God, whatis he other but as an infdell torthe 
time,and what finneis it that he conumitteth not? 
Shall it be {aid ot {ſuch aman, he hnneth not ? I 
may be this poore cauill will be vied, Hee thar is 
borne of God {inneth not fo long as he continu- 
thin chat eſtare,{o long as he continuerh borne 
of God. A vaine and molt foolith ſpeech, forit a 
man that is vnregenerate and borne of (3 OD 
througha true and 1:uelie taith.do ſo fal, it is Gnne 
thatca(teth him downe, then he doth finne while 
heis inthar fate, For doth hee firſt caſt away his 
faith, and the grace of the ſanGifying fpirit,,and 
then commit fne,and not betore? What greater 
ſinge thea the falling fromthe faich, -and oo 

it 
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minſrument, the holie Ghoſt is the worker of 


wenn. Peter 5. 
rh niteflie the grace of ſanRification? Bur 
bowSaint Iobn meeteth with all cauilles , inthe 
reaſon which he annexeth to confirme that firſt 
member. Why doth not any one thatis borne of 
God,firine? For (tatth hee)his ſeede remainerh in = 
him; What is the ſeed of Gbd which remainerh 
inall that are borne of God? The word of God is 
called che incotruptibleſeed by which God doth 


beger his children, t Pet. r.2 3. That word is bur 


the new birth:and therfore our Saviour reacherh; 
_s man bee borne againe of witer andot- 
-» prog cannotenter intothe kingdome of 
loh.3. verſ{;. The ſeedof God ther.is the 
csotthe ſanctifying ſpirit, &the luely word: 
men that fay,a man may loſe hisfaith , and 
the ſpirit of ſanRification,doe in flat ſpeech con- 
that which the holie Apolile heere ſpea- 
The ſeed of God (faith Saint [ohn) remai- 


wy 


aethin all thoſe which are borne of God , and 
therforechey doe nor finne, that is to ſay,they do 


notfinne that deadly finne offalling from God, 
&ofbeing ſeparated from Chritt : which is not 
wwe if their ſaying bee true: for chereremai- 
deth no ſeed of God inthoſe that doe wholy loſe 
teirfaich, and in whomethe ſandiifyiug graces 
trentrerly extinguiſhed, It may be they wil here 
wan adde their yaine cauill,that the ſeed of God 
emain=th inthem. {o long as they bee borne of 
God,and hold the faith, and and ingrace. Agsit 
vio lobn (hould ſay thus,the ſeedgof God re+ 
| G mmaineth 
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maineth inthem, Is not this a very wiſe ſpeechtg 
be aſcribed to the holy ghoſt? He ſpeaketh abþo. 
lutely, that whoſocuer is borne of God , the ſeed 
of God cuer after doth remaine in him : & there. 
fore he ſinnethnot, Let them go with their ridi« 
culous diſtinion ,the feed of God remaineth in 
them , ſolong as it remainerh in them: for that 
{pecch they mult be forced to vtrer , vnleſle they 
will confeſle,that when he faith his ſeede remai. 
ncthin them, we mult take itremaineth inthem 
for cuer, If the ſeede of God remaine for everin 
the regenerate , thendoth ſaith and the ſanQif- 
ing ſp1:itremaine in them for euer. For will they 
ſeparate theſe ? But to put all out of doubt, and 
tominiſter ſound ae? , or (as the holy ghoſt 
ipeaketh) ſtrong conlolation to all that hauethe 
true andliuely faith, euen to let them knowe ins 
deed , and vnder{tand for certainty ,thatthey can 
not periſh, that they cannot be ouercome —_— 
tan in the battel:he addeth, Neither can be fine: 
confirming it with this reaſon, becauſe heisborn 
of God. Whatcanthey ſay vnto this? How will 
they auoide this ? Will they ſay that Saint Toba 
meant heere ſome other matter ? Is it not clea- 
rerthenthe Sunne, thaz the regenerate cannot 
wholybecdepriued of faith , nor of rhe ſpirit of 
ſanRification , when he ſaith, they can nor finne? 
Canthey wholiclooſe their faith and all the ſans 
Qifying grace , and yetcan theynot {in ? O how 
happie and bleſlcd is the ſtate and condiiond 


maineth in them, ſo long as the ſeede of Godre, 
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vpon 1. Peter 4. F 496. 
tat man which hath attained cothe true & lines 
ke faith, who bath che ſpiritof ſanctification, by 
which bee is led,, een the ſpirit of adoption that 
beareth witnefſe with his ſpirit that he isthe child 
of God, ſeeing he may berempred , and ſundrie 
gmes be led awrie intoſome fianes, butit is vn« 
poſſible char he ſhuld fall from God?And what is 
thereaſon by which he prooueth that hee cannot 
ffall:Becauſe (faith he)he is borne of God.Con- 
fder where the force of this reaſon lieth, Men are 
morra!l,theirſcede is corruptible, and that which 
bborne of man is corruptible and mortall. God 
s incorruptible and immorrall, and ſo the ſecede 
afGod is called incoy1ptible ſeed and immortal: 


whereupon it doth follow thatthe birth which is 
of Godis incorruptible and immortall. Where 


BA 


*_ 
p—_ 


be thelifeof God is, it cannot bee be extinguiſhed. 
* | Thinkeirnot ſtrange then that Saint Tohn fairh, 
M Þ hecannot finne, becauſe he 15 borne of God , Ex+ 
2* 


ceptthey will denic the manifeſt and clearete- 
timonies otthe word of God: excepr thiey will 
ftirme that the ſeed of God is corruptible and ſo 
decayeth,and doth not abide in'thoſe that are be- 
ane they will al{omake the te- 
Imonie of the ſpirit ofadoption deceiucable & 
fille : hnally, exceptthey :vill make the ſcale of 
God and thie pledge which he giueth,ofnone ct- 
kt, denyingthat men are to make their calling 
ndeleion ſure, and foro have firong conſola- 
ton. Lerthem renounce this Popiſh errour , that 
betrue and lively faith, and che ſanRitying ſpirit 
@ 2 may 
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bein the reprobate,and that the ſame livels 
faith & quickening grace may be whalie put out 
for a time inthe elect. It may bee demanded thay 
ſeeing the word of Godis loeuidec, that men ate 
to refit the diuel edfaſt in the faith,as being 
aſſured that he which hathonce attained the liue. 
ly faith can neuer be ouercome nor periſh ; what 
ſhuld be y cauſe chat ſome do hold thar true faich 
& the ſpirit of adoption tay be had & lolt again? 
What ſhould caſt them ypon fuch rocks,or drive 
them into ſuch abſurdities ? Surely they be driven 
into theſe while they do(asthey ſuppoſe)efchue 
more digerous rocks,& greater ablurdities, They 
would Haue it to be ſorwhgt in mans own wil& 
power torecciue faith & the whole work of repe- 
nerati6. They wold haue it be in the power & wil 

' of man torerain the ſame faith & ſanGifying ſpi- 
rit & to loſe the, Why are they of that mind?(sit 
becauſe they enuy,that god ſhuld haue the whole 
praiſe & glory of mans ſaluati6,as mat hor 
able to doe any thing. the grace is u holy of God? 
Wecannor fay ſo.But it is another thing thatdri 
ueth ther hereurn.o:& thar is this:they take it that 
vnlesit be inmans wil & power torecciue andto 
recain faith,it wil follow trom au higher cauſe, & 
that is this : narpely that ſuch as God hath choſen 
vntolife,corhoſe he giveth fairh & workethin the 
by his ſpirit che new birth, Then the other ſort (lf 
there be nopower 1n ma\c2vot attaintothe faith 
& regeneratis,they be before ordained vnto ctet- 


nal defiruction. T he wil it follow that there is pre 
de{linawuon 
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vpon 1. Peter. 

deftinati6,cut an ercrnal decrceof God, by which 
he hath choſen and ordained ſome to life cuerla- 
ſting, and appointed others to erernall deſtruti+ 
on. This doQrine they ſay —_ God with 
miuſtice & with crueltie, For what is more cru- 
ell then of purpoſe to create and make any of his 
workes or creatures to be condemned vnto eter- 
mill corments? Where is then(ſay they)the infinie 
mercie,iuſtice and goodneſfle of God ? To charge 
the Lorde God with any crueltie or iniuſtice, is 
moſt wicked, blaſphemaus and abominable. 
And therefore they hold this the molt ſafe courſe 
forthe defence of the iuſtice and mercy of God, 
where the word of God ſpeakethof eleCtion , rc 
take irthus, that G O D hath choſenvynto lite e« 
temall all thoſe whome he did foreſce would re- 
ceive the faith, walke in obedience and continue 
totheend, and fo their faith, cood works and per- 
ſeverance which God foreſaw , is the cauſe that 
mooued the Lord to chooſe them, On the other 
hde, that he hath not reprobate any , buthee hath 
foreſeenethat they either weulde not recciue the 
faith at al,or cls after they haue receiued ir, of their 
owe wickednes tall from it viterly and hoally, 
and fo lc hath before ordained them n his fore- 
knowledge vnto damnation, This they ſay ftan- 
deth withreaſon,the other they holdto be repug- 
hantto reaſon, What ſhall we ſay to this ? ſhall 
wee heere enter for to diſcourſe at large byrhe 
rprures rouching election and reprodation ?[ 
kue no ſuch purpoſe, Bur only ſo farre as agrees 
G 2 erh 
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«th, withour preſentmattcr, namely to make i 
appeare,thatthe (tedfalineſſc of our taith,andthe 
fullaſſurance ot our faluation , dependerh vypon 
the knowledge of our election. As namely, if wee 
finde in vs thetrueand lively taith, which goerh 
with the ſpirit of fanctification, wee may then iſe 
vptntbathighcauſe,and be aſſured that the Lord 
hath in that his eternall aud ynchangeable decreg 
cholen ysin Chriſt ro be his children, ſo that wee 
cannotperiſh, Wo 
Tocome thento an an{were to thoſe men: ly 


nor this a ſtrange thing ,thar they will compre- 


hend bY reaſon how God could decree the choiſe 
orclzCtion of ſome of his creatures vntolife, and 
the reprobation of others ynto eternall defirudi- 
onfor their finnes, and yernot vniutt 7 If wee al- 
leage the icntence of the Apolile , But whoart 
thou O man that pleadeli uh God? They aun» 
{wer that theydoe not pleade withGod, but they 
Rand for the defence of the iuſtice and mercie of 
God,leaſt that fhuld be imputed vnto him which 
is yniult and cruell, No? Isnot this to plead with 
God,or againſt God, when hee ſhall bee iuft,hee 
ſhall be good hee ſhall bee mercifull ,noturther 
thanthy reaſon can comprehend? He mult yeeld 
arcaſon vnto thy vnderſtanding and capacitie, 
with what right or equitie he could doeſo, or ſo, 
or elsthou wiltreie& it?Isnot this 1fay, to plead 
2eainlt God?Saint Paule after hee bath diſputed 
of the reieing ofthe Jewes,and the calliuginof 


the Gentiles , breaketh foprth into this exclams- 
(100, 
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tion : O the Pa of the riches both of the wiſe 
dom and knowledge of God:bow wnſearcoable arg 
birindgments and his waye: paſt finding out/Rom, 
11. Tothis agreeththe Prophet in the Plalin,fay- 
ing,7 hy ing dments are as the great deep.Let it be 
demanded , what iudgementes of Godard thoſe 
which be vnſcarchable,or which bee as the great 
deep? nn not thoſe iudgmcts which he exe- 


cuteth yon his creatures, and eſpecially vpon his 
chief creatures, Angels and men?Iftheſe his iudg- 
ments Tf as the great deep,cuen vnſcarcheable & 
inc6prehenſible both ynto men and Angels, then 
is fo in the higheſt matter,namely that Ree hath 
ordained by his etcrnall decree to beſtow eternall 
life and glory vpon ſome , and ro appointorher 
ſoce ynto eternal ignominie & torments, which 
they ſhall enduee iulily fortheir fnnes: For if any 
wdgementes of God bee vnſcarcheable , or any 
where, it isin predettination. It may bee rightlie 
aid,that ifthe counſels, and wayes , and iudge- 
ments of God be not vnſcarchable in that eternal 
decree; then 15 there no iud omet of god yuſcarch- 
able:which is ro denienot only the ſaying of the 
Apoſtle and of the Propher,bur alſo after a fort to 
denie God, for he that will make his iudgmentes 
tobe ſearchable,makethalſo God himſelfe to be 
ſearchable. Wile thou meaſure and comprehend 
the counſels the decrees , and the mdgementes of 
God by reaſon? Then meaſure and comprehend 
God himſelfe,cuen that cternall andinfinit maie- 
ftie, withthy reaſou. Nowe ifit bee ſo, that God 
(3 «+ Choe 
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hath choſen ſome for this cauſe that he did foreſee 
that of their owne wil and powerthey wouldbe 
faithiull,do good works & continue to theende, 
And on the ocher fide , that hee gdid foreſeewho 
would be valaithtull, wicked, and rebclliouseuen 
rotheft death, andthole in his foreknowledge he 
{ay tobe iultly damned. Here is nothing incom- 
prehenlible in theſe tudgmentes. For thy reaſon 
doth find out,and thy ynderſtanding, doth come 

rchend all cauſes, and thou cant ſhew a reaſon 
et God hath done euery thing, and yet is iuſt; 
yea all the cauics of his counlclles Le open ynto 
thee, iFit ce fo, Why then did Saint Paule cg 
out. How yn{carcbable are us mdgments!| Why 
{fauh the Prophet alſo, That they bs « great aeepe? 
The Prophet was dull of conceipt (it ſecmmh) 
and{owas Paule : forthou haſt entred into this 
vreat deepe, and halt withthe light of thy reaſon 
learched out ali things, and whitiocurr is not a» 
greeable $0 the ſame ry reafon , thou doubreſ} 
not to dafil; irout of Gods decrees, Thou wilt 
haue nothing ro [land higher then thy reaſon can 
reach vnto and comprehende. Thou laieſt chat 
whatſocucr 1s contrarie vuto rcafſon 15 abſurde, 
Well, but take leede that thou doelt not extoll 
reaſon too much, It doth indeed comprehendthe 
principles of logigke:burt that it w ill from thence 
riſevpro eomprehendGod, and his erernallde- 
cree,it 15 Atreame folly. 1t wee looke alittle in 

rticulars,ve ſhall find it to bee ſo, V Ve do be- 
ey and COl i{chc thatthe Lord God by ory 
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nallpower & infinit wiſedom created heauen & 
eanh & al things which are in the, both vifible & 
nuifble.Ofthe inuifible creatures in heauen,the 
ls ſome finned & fel, hom he hath conde= 
ynto<termall fize:they be now divels.Others 
(whom the holie Apolle calleth the ele An- 

Jneuer ſinned, neither ſhall ever any ofthena 
as they bee well afſured , but ſhall remaine 
yerie glorious and bleſſed for ever. 

Tell me nowe,were not all theſerhe creatures 
ofGod,and created in the ſame eftate and cons« 
ditis? How commeth it that ſome of them ſtand, 
& others do fall ? Will ye not ſaythatof higinft» 
nite coodnefle and loue, hee had decreed to ſtay 
ypthe one parte, ſothat they ſhould never ſinne, 
nor be in danger of falling : and that he had alſo 
decreed to leaue thoſe other to their owne will 
and power*why did henot ſhew the ſame good» ' 
nefle and loue towards alÞ whie did he ſetſoglo- 
nous creatures in ſuch eſtate,as that they ſhould 
hl from the hexwenlie glory into diuels torments? 
was he not able ro ſupport them , and to reraine 
them in glory with the reft ? He created man in 
great dignitie, even afrerhis owne image; whie 
did be not kcepe him inthat eftate ? why did hee 
ſuffer the divell to enter itt ynto the woman and 
totempt her ? why did hee not forewarn the man 
and the woman,that ſuch an enemie woulde ſer 
yon them ? or why did he notgiuetheE ftrength 
toget the v1torie inthat tEpration ? O wilt thou 
fay,Sod did only ſuffer thoſe thinges to bee done 


by 
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byte divell : hee did not ordaine that any ſuch 
marrer ſhouldfall out:forthat cannot ſtand with 


or iuftice:ir agreeth not with mercy, Wel, 
ou faſt achilde,and when itis in thy ——_ 


let, yet thou wirtinglie doeſt ſuffer aterrible Ly- 
on to enter in ynto him and to deuour him : who 
will ſaytharrhis is a ſufficient excuſe ro cleer thee 
from cruelrie:to ſay that thou didſt nor decreeit, 
but onlie ſuffer it to come ſo to paſſe ? Ifthis bee 
no excuſe to defend thee, how fooliſh artthou in 
viing it to defende the inftice and mcrcis of 
God? VVile thou thus call the iuftice of Cod 
and his mercie ynder the account of thy reaſon, 
that thou maiſt by thine owne wit comprehend 
it} or cls it cannot bee 'iuſtice ? O howe much 
better is it that thou houldeſt crie out with the 
Apoltle, How wvnſcarchable are bis indgmentes) 
And where thou canſt not comprehend by rea+ 
ſon howe God ſhoulde in juſtice either decree or 
ſuffer the fall of Angelsand men; yer to reſt in 
this , that howſocuer wee cannot comprehende 
thoſe thinges, yer we are ſure thar there can be no 
vnrighteouſnes with God: but whatſocuer he de- 
creeth, it is moſt holie and iuft , for his will isthe 
perfect rule of all righteouſneſle. 

To proceede, when man was fallen , and had 
caſt himſelfe and all his poſterity into endleſle 
miſerie, aredeemer is promiſed. Allare loſtea- 
like, there be none which are in themſclues bet- 
cer or more worthy than other, why then is not 


the redeemer ſent ynto all? Ifany ſhall replic a 
| ay 
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choſe the ſeede of Abraham , the nation of the 
lewes,he ſeparated them from al other nations of 
the world,he gaue them his lawes and ordinan» 
ces, cucnthe liuelic Oraclcs forto teach them. 
The other nations he left in the darke,to walkein 
the yanities of their owne minde, ſubieR tothe 
manifold illuhons and (leightes of diuelles, and 
that for mane ages ac , among whome 
there were ſo manie famous wiſe men, Philoſo- 
phers, Poets and Orators. Yea there were among 
them-infinit thouſand thouſands which could ne- 
ver hear of Chriſt, & of infants dying and periſh- 
ng in their natiue corruption, that is, in originall 
finne, Who can ſearchour and comprehend rhe 
iudgmentes of God in this ? were they not the 
worke of his handes ? Yet there is no hope oftred 
ytothem, Bur atthe length Chriſt lefus, the on+ 
ly light and ſaluation of the worlde, is preached 
tothe Gentiles, Why did hee not now open che 
cies of all ? whie did he not give that effeQuall 
cot his ſpirit vnto all as to beleeuein his ſon 
rato ſaluation? VVhen hee opened the heart of 
Lydia,why did he notalſo open the heartes of the 
reſt thatheard Paule preach? Some will ſay they 
would not. Yeabut hee of thoſe that were molt 
mwilling made willing where it pleaſed him: As 
vehaue a perfe&t example in Saint Paule, who 
was a cruell perſecuter. Chritt faich, No-man 
commerh ynto me, except the father which ſent 
me draw him. Loh. 6. V Vby did hee notdrawe 
Kerode, 


any 44 
ſayhee was ſent vnto all:that is yntrue :for God 5 00. 


- Herode, andPilate andthehigh'Pricſtes, 2s well 
as Paule? VVee ſee in latter dayes that 
therebe great Nations, asthe weft Indies, which 

had ncuer hearde of Chriſt ynrill of late tirne, 

and then by a moſt cruell and idolatrous peo. 
le which have murthered them moſt wicked. 
ec, ſothat they have been made to ſtumble 20d 
to bee further from Chriſt, VVho is able tocom. 
prehend the depth of theſe iudgementes ? Shall 
not wee lay downe the pride of our owne vnder. 

Randing , and ſay with the Apoſtle, Hath not 

the Potter power ouer the claic, of the ſame 

lumpe to make one veſlell vnto honour and an 
other ynto diſhonour ? Or ſhall thething formed 
fay to him that formed it, Whie haſt thou made 
methus*O bcloued,let vs lay afige all ſuch vaine 
and curious preſumprions: andlet ys, as the ho- 
lie Scripture direterh vs make our _ 
comfart of that eternall decree of God. 

weeare with ittofortifie our ſelues againlt the | 

Diucll. God of his owne good will hath choſen 

in his ſonne Teſus Chriſt, cuen before the foun- 

dations of the worlde were laide, rhofe whome 
he will ſaue , asthe heires of eternal glorie. Hee 
hath in his prefixed time redeemed them , not 


with golde or precious ſtones: (as Saint Peter 


faith ) but with the blood of his ſonne , as of 2 

Lambe immaculate and witheut ſpot. He doth 

alſo call them , hee doth ſanctifie them. T his 

decree of Godis vnchangeable , itis ynpoſgible 

that any cf his cle ſhould periſh, Nh" _ 
p uc 


— 


| 


vpon 1. Perer 5, ns 

plucke them out ofthe handes of Chriſt Then 
in the next place wee are to bee affured that 
none c28 haue the true faith - the choſen of 
God, Not any doe »-ceiue the ſpiric of adoption 
which witn?t!*:% co their ſpirit Fo they be the 
children of God But the cle, Theele are on- 
|:- regener2te and borne of God, andſcaled with 
the bolic ſpirit ofpromiſe. 

Th-n come done to thy ſelfe: If thoucanſ(t 
erulie ay, I have the livelie faith, ! wed 
the ſpirit 0! adoption, which doth witneſle with 
my ſpirit :bat I amrhe childe of God: I am re« 
generate, have the true tance, I am ſan» 
Quned : Satandoth tempt mee ftronglie manie 
ways ,but Iam ſure, though he often as it were 
foile mee, and cauſeme to goeawtic, that hee 
ſhallneuer gerthievictorie cuer mee. Is not this 
angular comfurt toa man? Ifanic rhat hath 


thel pirit of adoption may loſe him :then where 


is the ſted{aſinefle of faith which Saint Peter 
heere requireth,in refilting che Diuel ? It it come 
once to lie in our ſclues, wee cannot bee vn- 
doubtedlie {ure and ftedtaft : wee may well was 
ver and coubrt : but when we knowe that we are 
kept bythe power of God,as it is written, 1. 
Per. 1. The11 bane voe a rocke whereonto icſt x 
then doe we (tand Redfalt armed withthe POW- 
erof Cod. 

This faith may be tried, and iceme oftentimes 
to be fore haken , but it c2n neuer bee overs 
Eome, 


m2gf - FWS {> unnanev ar of 
come. Tea, man lay, | |; 
cannot. cometo knowe that bee hd 
thetrue and lively faith, orthe fpiric of adoption, 
welce many goe farre in the profeſsjon of the 
goipe) and thinke tharthey haue the true faith, 
the ſanRifying ſpirit , which yet fall quires. 
CD EEE 
cethe golpellan it with ſuch fedling 
Heehepifappole God hath called reno. 
childrenfthere is tor the time ſuch a touch & ſuch 
a moouing'in theitheartes , and yet in time they 
manifeſt themſeluesnot to be of God. One oc- 
cafion or otherdriueth them awrie , ſo that ſome 
ofthem become heretickes, ſome oftheE,akhough 
Rs ,yet theyfall into vices, 
become oirreligious,thatallthe former gra- 
ces whichthey had raſted of , doe vaniſh and are 
loft, Andthis1s the cauſe we are willed by Saint 
Peter tomakeourcalling andeleCtion fure, For 
ſeeing the reprobate recciue akinde of faich and 
zeale , whichyetisnotche true and lively faith, 
weare'willed tobe dil;gent and carctull ro fee 
that we reſt notrnthat Fith, Ve muſt labourto 
attain totharreftimonie of the ſpirit of adoption? 
we mul? ſeek to bee ut Oe: and euen ſcaled 
with the holie ſpirit of pron+i{e, and fo cometo 
cthatfull aſſurance of faith and hope which neuet 
confoundeth. And that is it which Saint Petet 
reacheth the way to come vnto,, inthe place be* | 


forealleadged, where he willeth ys to 101never# 
ue 
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vpon 1. Peter 5, 
tue without faith, with yertue knowledge, &c. 
For if ve follow thatrule which hee there preſcri- 
berth, we ſhall be ſurencucrto fall , we ſhall chen 
with a fiedfalt faith refi(t our aduerſaric the dis 
uell, and gerthe viRtorie ouer ſs Ie is a rhatter 
of oreat importance, I pray and beſeech as 
PR os happy 6 ded vs 
ynto it. Set your hearts ypon the livelie O- 
racles of God, and ſeeke day and nigngfeer the 
knowledge of holie thinges , and to 
pleaſe the Lord your God, Then | 
ſhall youbee bleſſed 


for euermore, 
Amen. 


FINIS, 


ay £o7 


